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Mb^. Sbekhuk, authoress ot Nounri- 
1, Wis the grand-daughler of Sir Oliver 
bunberlalne, of an English funily ; but 
e WIS borne in Ireland, in 1724. The 
It literary performance by vhich Blie 
itingijiihed herself, was a amall pam- 
hlet published by lier at the time of a 
t parly dispute relative to the thca- 
I which Mr. Thomas Sheridan had 
!Wly embarked his fortune. A work so 
«11 timed exciting the attention of Mr. 
eridan, he procured himself to be iiitro- 
ced to bis fair patroness, lu whom he 
a tooa afterwsrds married. One issue 
f tkii match is the celebrated Richard 
tiiwley Sheridan, E»q. Mrs. Sheridan 



was a person of the most amiable charac- 
ter in every relation of life, with the most 
engaging manners. After lingering some I 
years in a very weak slate of healtb, ihe 
died at Bloia, in the south of France, in 
the year 1767. Her dramatic talents were 
■uccesafully displayed in two comedies, 
which still preserve their slation on the 
stage, ' The Discovery,' and ' The Dupe :' 
but her fame is more solidly Ibuniled on 
the little romance of NouniiiuD, now pre- 
sented to the readcri and on her admirs- \ 
ble novel entitled 'Sydney Biddulpb.* 
which may be ranked with Ihe lirst pro- 
ductions of (hat class in recent times. 



'CBEUZEDDIN was in his two- 
l-twentieth year when he mount- 
Ihe throne of Persia. His great 
lom and extraordinary endow- 
its rendered him the delight of 
people, and filled them with ex- 
fations of a glorious and happy 
Jn- Amongst the number of per- 
e who stood candidates for the 
mg sultan's favour, in the new 
oinistratian which was now go- 
' to take place, none seemed so 
sly to succeed, as Nourjahad the 
of Namarand. This young man 
. about the age of Schemzeddin, 
had been bred up with him from 
infancf . To a very engaging 
Bon was added a sweetness of 
per, a liveliness of fancy, and a 
sin agreeable manner of address, 
engaged every one's affections 
approached him. The sultan 
9d him, and every one looked on 
njahad as the rising star of the 
rian court, whom his master's 
ial fondness would elevate, to the 
lest pinnacle of honour. Schem- 



zeddin indeed was desirous of pro- 
moting his favourite, yet, notwith- 
standing his attachment to him, he 
was not blind to hia faults ; but they 
appeared to him only such as areal- 
most inseparable from youth and 
inexperience ; and he made no doubt 
but that Nourjahad, when time had 
a little more subdued his youthful 
passions, and matured his judgment, 
would tie able to fill the place ofhis 
first minister, with abilities equal to 
any ofhis predecessors. He would 
not, however, even in his own pri- 
vate thoughts, resolve on so impor- 
tant a sLep, without first consulting 
with some old lords of his court, 
who had been the constant friends 
and counsellors of the late sultan hb 
father. Accordingly, having called 
them into his closet one day, he 
proposed the matter to them, and 
desired their opinion. But before 
they delivered it, he could easily 
discover by the countenances of 
these grave and prudent men, tliat 
they 4\sa^^tQN'A''Na'iMsv.':*- "^'^es.- 



have you to object to Nouijaliad ? 
said the sultan, finding that they ali 
continued silent, looking at each 
other. His youth, replied the el- 
dest of the counsellors. That ob- 
jection, answered Schemzeddin, 
will grow lighter eveiy day. His 
avarice, cried the second. Thou 
art not just, said the sultan, in charg- 
ing him with that; he has no sup- 
port but from my bounty, nor did 
he ever yet take advantaa:e of that 
interest which he knows he has in 
me, to desire an increase of it. What 
I have charged him with, is in his 
nature notwithstanding, replied the 
old lord. What hast thou to urge ? 
cried the sultan, to his third advi- 
ser. His love of pleasure, answer- 
ed he. That, cried Schemzeddin, 
is as groundless an accusation as the 
other; I have known him from his 
childhood, and think few men of 
Ltts years are so temperate. Yet 
rauld he indulge to excess, if it 
rere in his power, replied the old 
n. The sultan now addressed 
fourth : What fault hast thou to 
bject to him ? cried he. His irre- 
_ion. answered the sage. Thou 
ait even more severe, replied the 
sultan, than the rest of thy breth- 
ren ; and I believe Nouijahad as 
good a Mussulman as thyself. He 
dismissed Ihem coldly from his clo- 
set; and the four counsellors saw 
liDw impotilJc a thing it was to op- 
pose the will of their sovereign, 

Though Schemzeddin seemed dis- 
pleased wilJi the remonstrances of 
the old men, they ne^-ertheless had 
some weight with him. It is the 
interest of Nourjahad, said he, to 
conceal his faults from me ; tlie age 
id esperience of these men doubt- 
A^i-B fum'isheA them with more 
»cjVj' than my youth can boast 



of; and he may be in reality what 
they have represented him. This 
Ihought disquieted the sultan, for he 
loved Nourjaliad as his brother. Yet 
who knows, cried he, but it may be 
envy in these old men? they may j 
be provoked at having a youth rais- | 
ed to that honour to which each of t 
them perhaps in his own heart a»- '^ 
pires. We can sometimes form a 
a better judgment of a man's real 
disposition, from an unguarded sal- 
lay of his own lips, than from a 
close ohservalion of years, where 
the person, conscious of being ob- 
served, is watchful and cautious of 
every look and expression that falls 
from him. I will sound Nourjahad 
when he least suspects that I have 
any such design, and from his own i 
mouth \vill I judge him. 

It was not long before the sultan 
had an opportunity of executing his ! 
purpose. Having past the evening ' 
with his favourite at a banquet, | 
where they had both indulged pret I 
ty freely, he invited Nourjahad toa 1 
walk by moonlight in the gardeostfT 1 
the seraglio. Schemzeddin leanad Ij 
on his ahouldei- as they rambled \\ 
from one delicious scene to another; I 
scenes rendered still more enchant- 
ing by the silence of the night, the \ 
mild lustre of the moon now at full, 
and the exhalations 'which arose from 
a thousand odoriferous shrubs. The 
spirits of Nourjahad were exhiliarat- 
cd hy the mirth and festivity in 
which he had passed the day. The 
sultan's favour intosieated him ; hi> 
thoughts were dissipated by a varie- 
ty of agreeable sensations, and his 
whole soul as it were wTapt in o 
kind of pleasing delirium. Such 
was the frame of Nouijahad's mind, 
when the sultan, with an assume! 
levity, throwing himself down oa' 



btxkof violds. ant) fnniiliDily draw- 
g his favourite to sit by him, said, 
S// me, Nourjahad, and tetl me 
mly, what would satisfy fhy 
nshes, if thou weri certain of pas- 
sing whatsoever i/ioti shouldsi 
tire '/ Nourjahad remainin;^ si- 
mt for some time, t!ie sultan, smi!- 
tg, repeated his question. My 
Kshes answered the favourite, are 
1 boundless, that it is impossible 
r me- to tell you directly ; but in 
I ivonls, I should desu-o to be 
sessed of inexhaustible riches, 
nd, to enable mc to enjoy them to 
e utmost, to have my life prolons;- 
I to eternity. Wouldstthou then^ 
[d Sehemzeddin, forego thy hopes 
'paradise? I would, answered the! 
(vourite, make a paradise of this 
rthly globe whilst it lasted, and 
Ite my chance foj- the olher afterj 
tods. ^ 

The sultan, at hearing these words, 
irted up from his seat, and knit- 
ig his brow, Be f!pas, said he 
jrnly ; ihou wt no longer woithy 
' my love or my confidence : I 
oufiht lo have promoted thee to 
e highest honours, but such a 
retch does not deserve to live, 
mbition, lhouf:;h a vice, is yet the 
ceofgreatminds; butavai-iee, and 
insatiable Ihirrt for pleasure, de- 
ades .1 man below the bnites, 
Sayinj? this, he turned his back 
1 Nourjaliad, and was about to 
ive him ; when the favourite catch- 
g hin#by the robe, and fidling on 
s knees, Let not my loi-J's indig- 
tion, said he, be kindled against 
I slave for 3 few light words, 
jjch fell from him only in sport : 
wear to thee, my prince, by our 
ly prophet, that what I said is far 
im being the sentiments of my 
rti mjramretor tv^altlt extends 



not further th,-iu to be enabled to 
procure the sober enjoyments of 
life; and for leniith of years, let not 
mine be prolonged a day, bej-ond 
that in which I can be serviceable 
lo my prince and my country. 

It is not, replied the sultan with 
a mildness chastened with gravity, 
it is not for mortal eyes to penetrate 
into the close recesses of the human 
heart : thou hast attested thy inno- 
cence by an oath ; it is all that can 
be required from man to man ; but 
remember thou hast called our great 
prophet lo witness ; him thou canst 
not deceive, though me thou may- 
cst. 

Sehemzeddin left him vdthoiit. 
waiting for his reply; and Nouija- 
had, exceedingly mortified that his 
unsiiarded declaration had so much 
lessened him in his master's esteem^ 
retired to his own house, which im- 
mediately joined tlie sultan's pa^ 

He passed the rest of the nightln 
traversing his chamber, bebg una- 
ble to take any rest. He dreaded 
Uie Dioughts of losing the sultan's 
favour, on which alone he depended 
fur his future advancement; and' 
tormenting himself all night with 
apprehensions of his disgrace, he 
found himself so indisposed in the 
morning, tliat he was unable to leave 
his chamber. He spent the day ioi 
gloomy reflections, without suffen^ 
ing any one to come near liim, or 
taking any repast : and when night 
came, \vearied with painful thoughts 
and want of sleep, he threw himself 
on his bed. But his slumbers were 
disturbed by perplexing dreams. 
What had been the subject of his 
anxiety when awake, served now to 
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e had lasl seen hun in the gar- 

t, his looks severe, and his words 

■jenacinp. * Go wretch,' he thought 

I heard him cry, 'go seek thy 

i in a remote country, thou hast 

ing to expect from me but con- 

mpL" 

Nourjahad awoke in agonies : Oh 
iven, cried he aloud, that I could 
■now Inherit the secret wish I was 
■■fool enough to disclose to thee; how 
■jittJe should 1 regard thy threats ! 
T Jijid thou shalt, oh Nourjahad. re- 
plied a voice, possess the utmost 
I •wishes of thy soul ! Nourjahad 
l^tarted up in his hed, and nihhcd 
_ Es, doubtins^ whether he was 
Jly awake, or whether it was not 
troubled imagination which 
i him with this delusive pro- 
; when, behold! to his unut- 
e astonishment, he saw a re- 
^t light in his chamber, and at 
B bed's side stood a youth of more 
inrtnl beauty. The lustre of 
I white robes dazzled his eyes ; 
B long and shining hair was en- 
1 with a wreath offlowerathat 
, Bathed the odours of paradise. 

Nourjahad gazed at him, hut had 
not power f« open his mouth. Be 
not afraid, said the divine youth, 
with a voice of ineffable s^-eetness ; 
I am thy guardian genius, who have 
carefully watched over thee from diy 
infancy, though never till this hour 
have I been permitted to m,ike my- 
self visible to thee. I was present 
at thy conversation in the garden 
with Schemzeddin, I was a witness 
to thy unguarded declaration, but 
found thee afterwards awed by his 
frowns to re tract what thou hast said : 
I I saw too the rigour of the sultan's 
^iooks as he departed from thee, and 
^KVf^if l/ial they /wocceded from his 
^^bting Uiy u-ulh. I, though an 



immortal spirit, am nol omnisci 
to God*only ai-e the secrets of 
heart revealed ; speak boldly tJi 
thou highly favoui-ed of our prophi 
'and know tliat I have power froi 
Mahomet to grant thy request, 
it ivhat it will. Wouldst thou 
restored to the favour and confidi 
of thy master, and receive from 
friendship and generosity the 
ward of thy long attachment to hii 
or dost thou really desire the 
complLshment of that extravai 
wish, which tliou didst in the o] 
ness of thy heart avow to him 
n^;ht? 

Nourjaliad, a little recovered fri 
his amazement, and encouraged 
the condescension of his celestjal 
dtant, bowed his head low in tol 
of adoration. 

Disguise to tlige, oh son of pjpt- 
disc, replied he. were vain anl 
fruitless ; if I dissembled to Scdtem- 
zeddio, it was in order to reiostrft 
myself in his good opinion, the o^^ 
ly means in my powertosecure 
future prospects: from thee I 
have no reason to conceal 
tiioughts; and since the care of 
happiness is consigned to Ihee my 
^guardian angel, let mc possess th^ 
wisli, extravagant as it may ; 
which I first declared. 

Rash mortal, replied the shining 
vision, reflect once more, before yoii 
receive the fatal boon ; for once 
[granted, you will wish perhaps, and 
Iwish in vain, to have it%ecalleij- 
What have I to fear, answered 
'Nourjaliad, possessed of endlctf 
riches and of immortAlity? Your 
own passions, s,^il the heavenly 
youth. I will submit to all the evik 
arising from them, replied Nouij*^ 
had, give me butlhepowerofgi 
tying tticm. m Vnwv ^\\\i »:t.\ 



n, 



fcke Ihy wish tlien, cried ihe ge- 
ns, with alookof discontent The 
mtents of this vial will confer im- 
portality oa thee, and to-morrow's 
ii shall behdd Ihee richei- than all 
e kings of the £ast. Nouijshad 
retched his hands out eagerly to 
ceive a vessel of gold, enriched 
bh precious stones, which the an- 
il took from under his mantle, 
top, cried the aerial being, and 
ear the cqndition with which thou, 
5t acceptthe wondrous gift I am 
9 about to bestow. Know tlien, 
{Rt your eidstcnce here shall equal 
"c dole of this sublunary globe ; 
It to enjoy life all that while, is 
it ID my power to grant. Nour- 
fad was going to interrupt the ce- 
itial, to desire him to explain tliis, 
ben he prevented him, by pro- 
ding thus: Your life, said he,| 
1 be frequently interrupted by 
e temporary death of sleep. Doubt- 1 
s, replied Nourjahad, nature would 
Bguish without thatso\-ereign balm, 
wu misunderstandest me, cried 
B genius; I do not mean Uiat or- 
nary repose which nature requii-es : 
b sleep thou must be subject to, 
. certain periods, will last for 
mths, years, nay, for a wliole re- 
llution of Saturn at a time, orper- 
_ s for a century. Frightful ! cri- 
1 Nourjahad, with an emotion that 
ide him forget tlie respect which 
s due to the presence of hiaguar- 
m angel. He seemed suspended, 
lile tae radiant youth proceeded : 
is ivortli considering, i-esolve not 
V liastily. If the frame of man, 
plied Nourjahad, in the u^ual 
lune of things, requires for Ibe 
H>porl of that short span of life 
nich is allotted to him, a constant 
pd regular portion of sleep, which 
eludes at Jcasl one-third of his. ex- 



istence ; my life, perhaps, Stretched, 
so much beyond its natural date* 
may require a still greater propor- 
tion of rest, to preserve niy body in^ 
due health and vigour. If this ba- 
the case, I submit to the conditions 
for what is thirty or hfty years out 
of eternity ? Thou art mistaken, re- 
plied the genius-, and though thy 
reasoning is not unpliilosophical, yei 
is it iar &om reaching the true causa! 
of tliese mysterious conditions whicK] 
are offered thee : know that 
contingencies which depend entirely 
on thyself. Let me beseech you^ 
said Nourjahad, to explain this, a 
thou walkest, said the genius, in Ihe; 
paths of virtue, thy days will bft 
crowned with gladness, and the evea 
tenor of thy life undisturbed by any 
evil ; but if, on the conb'ary, thou 
pervertest the good which is in thy 
power, and seQest thy heart on im-^ 
qyity, thou wilt Urns be occasionally 
punished by a total privation of thy 
faculties. If this be all, cried Noui 
jahad, tlien am I sure I shall 
incur the penalty ; foi' though 1 meaa 
to enjoy all the pleasures that lif 
can bestow, yet am 1 a stranger to 
my own heart, if it ever lead me to 
the wilful commission of a crime. 
Tlic genius sighed. Vouchsafe then, 
proceeded Nourjahad, vouchsafe, I 
coujure you, most adorable and be- 
nign spirit, to fulfil your promise, 
and keep me not longer in suspense 
Saying tliis, he again reached forth 
Ilia hand for the golden vessel, which 
the genius no longer withheld from 
him. Hold thy nostrils over that 
vial, said he, and let the fumes of 
the liquor it contains ascend to thy 
brain, Noiirjaliad opened the vessel, 
out of which a vapour issued of a 
most exquisite fragrance; it formed 
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and sent oat such volatile aiul sharp 
effluvia, as made his eyes smart ex- 
ceedingly, and he was obliged to 
shut them whilst he snuffed up the 
essence. He remained not loo^ in 
this situation, for the subtle spirit 
quickly evaporating, the effects in- 
stantly ceased, and he opened his 
eyes; but the apjiarition was va- 
nished, and his apartment in total 
darkness. Had he not still found 
the vial in his hands, which con- 
t;uued the precious hquor, he would | 
have looked on all this as a dream ; 
Itut so substantial a proof of the re- 
ality of what had happened, leaving 
no room for doubtSj he relumed 
thanks to his guai-diaa genius, whom 
concluded, tlioutrh invisible, to 
Lbe still within hearing, and putting 
" len vessel under his pilloxv, 
he was with the most de- 
^htfid ideas, composed himself to 

he sun was at his meridian 
ight when he awoke next day; 
id the vision of the preceding night 
iraedialely recurring to his memo- 
;pning hastily from his bed ; 
it how great was his surprise, how 
hith his transports, at seeing Ihc ac- 
oomplisliment of the genius' pro- 
mise ! His clianiber was surrounded 
witii several large urns of polished 
brass, some of which were, filled 
with gold coin of diffei'ent value and 
ioipressions ; olhers, with precious 
stones of prodigious size and lustre. 
Ama.zed, enraptured at the sight, 
rie greedily examined his treasures, 
and looking into (Mch of ttje urns 
nnc after the olhw, in one of them 
lie fuund a scrall of paper, wiih 
these xvords v.rilten on it 

' I have fulfilled my promise to 
f/itv, oA Natirjahai). Thy days are 
itAp'if nuoiiuT,. thy ei^ie^ ULCS- 



haustible; yet cannot I exempt thcft' 
from tbe evils to which all the sons 
of Adam are subject. I cannot 
screen thee from ^e machinations 
of envy, nor the rapaciousness of 

Eovver ; thy own prudence must 
encefoith Ijc thy guard. There is 
subterraneous cave in thy garden 
'here thou mayest conceal thy trea- 
sure : I have marked the place, and 
thou wilt easdy find it. Farewell, 
my charge is at an end.' 

And well hast thou acquitted thy- 
self of this charge, most munificent 
and benevolent genius, crieil Nouiv 
jahad ; ten thousand thanks to thee 
for this last friendly warning; I 
should be a fool indeed, if 1 had not 
sagacity enough to preseiTe myself 
against rapaciousness or envy; I 
will prevent the effects of the firet, 
by concealing thee, my precious 
treasure, tliou source of all felicity, 
where no mortal shall discover tl 
and for the other, my bounty shi 
disarm it of its sting. Enjoy th; ^ 
self, Nourjahad, riot in luxurious do* 
light'!, and laugh at Schemzeddi 
impotent resentment. 

He hastened doivn into his gar- 
den, iti order to find tlie cave, of/ 
which he was not long in &earri. 
In a remote corner stood the 
of a small temple, which in formi 
days, before tlie true relirion pi 
vailed in Persia, had beendedical 

the worship of the Gentiles, 

atiges of tliis little building 
80 cuiious, that they were %ufiei 
lo remain, as an ornnmenlT 
tliey stood. It wa'^ raised 
mount, and., according to Ihc n 
Utm of idoJalers, sunmrnded wij 
shady trees. On a branch of ol 
of these. Nourjahad peceeived h; 
ingofs'-aif of fiiift wyie lailety 
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hich was suspended a lai^ key of 
irniahctl steel. 

Nouijahad's eager curiosity soon 
fidered his diligence successful, in 
iding the door to which ihis he- 
el ; it ivas within-side the wails 
■Ihc temple, and under what for- 
eriy seemed to have been the at- 
t. He descended by a few steps 
h> a pretty spacious cavern ; and 
r groping about, for tJiere was 
u-ce any light, he judged it large 
ough to contain his treasures. 
Whether his guardian genius had 
utiived it purely for his use, or 
betber it had been originally made 
r some other purpose, he did not 
kU^ himself to enquire ; but glad 
t have bund so safe a place in 
liieh to deposit his wealth, he re- 
rned to his house; and having gi- 
ID orders that no visitors should 
proach him, he shut himself up in 
) (jtambcr for the rest of the day, 
lorder to contemplate his own hap- 
less, and, witliQut interruption, to 
r down plans of various pleasures 
i delights for ages to come. 
Whilst Nourjaliad was rich only 
speculation, he iially thought ill at 
I should be able to keep his woixl 
jth the genius ; that the employing 
I v\'ca!tn to nohlc and generous 
rposes, would have constituted 
^t pail of his happiness ; and that 
thout p lunging i nto guilt, he could 
PC ^atibed tJieutniost of his wish- 
, But he soon fouml that his 
art had deceived him, and tliat 
gre is a wide difference between : 
B timcicd and actual possession of 
Balth. He was inlmediately ab- 
rbcd in selfishness, and thought of 
thing but the indulgence of his 
m appetites. My temper, said he, 
he lay strcfa^d at length on a. 
trMoca juvaiucb iocUne mo. ta ^ 
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take any trouble; I liliall therefom' 
never aspire at high employments^ 
nor would I be the sultan of Persia, 
if I might ; for what addition would 
that make to my happiness ? None 
at all ; it would only disturb my 
breast with caies, from which I am 
now exempt. And which of thi 
real, substantial delights of life, could 
I then possess, that are not now 
within my power ? I will have a 
magnificent house in town, and 
others in the country, with delicious 
parks and gardens. What does it 
signify whether or not they are dig- 
nified with the names of palaces ? 
or wheliier I am attended by prin- 
ces or slaves? The latter will do my 
business as well, and be more sub- 
servient to my will. There are three 
particulars, indeed, in which I will- 
exceetl my master : in the beauties' 
of my seragho ; the deUcacies of my\ 
table ; and the excellence of my mu- 
sicians. In tlie former of these es-f 
pecially, king Solomon himself shall 
be outdone. All parts of the eartl^ 
shall he explored for women of th(ji 
most exquisite beauty ; art and na-»" 
ture shall combine their utmost ef-' 
forts to fiiriiish the boundless varie- 
ty and elegance of my repasts ; the 
sultan's frigid temperance shall not 
be a pattern to me. Then no fearl 
of surfeits; I may riot to excess,! 
and bid defiance to death. Here hej 
stalled, on recollection that he had 
not i*equestcd the genius to Hccuro 
him against the att;icks of pain or 
sickness. I shall not however bQ 
impaii-ed by age, said he, and this 
too pei'haps is included in his gifL 
But no matter; since I cannot die, 
a little temporary pain , will make me 
the more relish my returning health. 
Then, a.dded ke, S. -^xVV 'e«ss>i •*« 



fectlon. I will have the universe 
searched for pcriormtTS of both sex- 
ts, whost! excjuibiie skill, iwth Jn in- 
strumentai and vucal harmony, shall 
ravish all hcaits. I shall see the 
line of my posterity past enumera- 
tion, and all the while enjoy a con- 
stant succes^on of new delights. 
What more is there wanting to con- 
fummate liappiness, and who would 
jver ivish to change such an exis- 
tence, for one of which we are en- 
"" elv ignorant? Here he paused. 
IBut are thc're not, he proceeded, 
me things called intellectial_gica- 
1, such as SchemSet! dlii iised to 
kofto me, for which, when ! 
s pow, I fencied I had a sort of 
' h?'lWymayhavetheircharms, 
kd we will not leave Ihem quite 
It t^oar plan. I will certainly do 
abundance of good : beaiiies, I wiil 
letain in my family half a score of 
e and learned men, to entertain 
my leisure houi-sivilh thai- discourse. 
Then when I am weary of living 
B this country, 1 will set out witli 
Dme chosen companions, to make 
! tour ihrough the whole carlh. 
^^Tierc sliall not be a spot of tlie ha- 
Intuble world, which contains any 
Auiifi worthy of my curiosity, that 
~ will not visit ; residing longest in 
^^ Oso places which I like best : and 
by this means I may pass through 
lira or three centuries, even before 
I h>ve exhausted the varie^ of my 
^^ ospects; after that I must content 
fcyaelf with such local enjoyments 
la may &]i in my way- 
• With such thoughts as these he 
entertained himself, waiting for the 
hour when his sUi'cs sllould be re- 
Ib-ed to rest, as he liad resolved to 
" e diatopporturjily of burying his 
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urns one by one ; those which col 
tainiid tlie gold he found soestremi 
ly heavy that it was impossible for 
him to lifttlicm. Those which held 
the jewels, he could easily carry. 
Accordingly, when every one in hia | J 
house was asleep, he loaded himself 
witli his pleasing burthens ; and ha^ 
ing, from each of the I'epositories. 
which held the gold, filled sevi 
large purses for his immediate 
penses, he conveyed the rest bi 
many journeys to and from the carCf 
all safe to his subterranean ti'easury ; 
where, having locked ilicm up se- 
curely, he i-etired lo his apartment, 
and went to bed. 

For the three succeeding days his 
tlioughts were so perplexed and di- 
vided, that be knew not which at 
his favourite schemes he should ftrst 
enter upon. Satisfied wilii having 
the means in his power, he neglect- 
ed those ends for which he was so 
desirous of tliem. Shall I, said he, 
purcliase or set about building for 
myself a magniliccnl palace? Shall 
I despatch emissaries in search t£ 
the most beautiful virgins that can 
be obtained, and otliers, at the same 
time, to iirocure for me the laresX 
musicians? My household, oieea- 
while, may be established, and put 
on a footing suitable to the grandeur 
in which I purpose to live. I viiS^ 
directly hire a number of domesticM 
amongst which shall be a dozen ai 
the bcit cooks in Persia, that my 
table at least may be immediate^ 
better supplied than that of the sal- 
tan. I am bewildered \vith such B 
multiplicity c^ business, and mufl 
find out some pereon, who, without 
givHng me any ti-oublc, will undei* 
take to regulate the economy of oU 
my domestic concerns. 

in \h£S(i '.^<^\:i^kl&- Ifei-was. so. 
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sed, that he entirely forgot to 
r his court to Scliemzeddiu ; and 
•hout any other enjoyment of his 
ties, than the pleasui'e of thinking; 
them, hesBt for whole days alone, 
jrnately improving on, or rejcct- 
[, Buch systems of happiness as 
ne in his mind. 

rhe sultan, meantime, offended 
bis absenting himself, without of- 
ing any excuse for it, especially 
dieir last parting had been a. cold 
6, was so disgusted at his beha- 
nr, that he sent one of his officers 
forbid him his presence, and 
irge him aov^ more to appear 
court. Tell him, howevei-, said 
I that I have not. so for forgot my 
r friendship for him, as to see 
want a decent support; that 
se, therefore, in wliich he now 
s, I freely bestow on him ; and 
dl moreover allow him a pension 
a thousand crowns yearlj'. Bid 
a remember, that this is suflicient 
supply him with all tlie sober en- 
rments of life. These l)cin|c his 
oiirite's own words, the sultan 
night proper to remind him of 
on. 

Nourjahad received this messaf^ 
th the utmost indiiference, but 
ihout daring to show any mark 
disrespect. Tell my lord the 
tan, said he, that I would not 
ve been thus long without pros- 
ting myself at his feet, but ihat I 
s hastily sent for to visit n kins- 
, whose dwelling was some 
[es from Ormuz ; and who in 
last hours was desirous of sce- 
Ile died very rich, and 
made me his heir. The tbou- 
id crowns a year therefore, my 
al master may please to bestow- 
some one who wants them more, 
.js,ms>re deserving oi-^i\i& boun- 



ty, tiian I; wpotch that I am, to 
have forfeited my prince's favour ! 
The hou^e tliat hie gootlness bestows 
on me, with all eralitjid'^ I thank- 
fully accept, as it will daily remind 
me tlial Scliemzeddin does not ut- 
terly detest bis slave. Saying this, 
he presented the officer with a hand- 
some tliamond, which he took from 
his finger, and begf^ed him to ac- 
cept of it as a token of his respect 
for him, and submission to the sul- 
tan's pleasure. 

Though Nourjahad had given 
such a turn to his acceptance of the 
house, his true reason was, that ha- 
iag his treasure buried in the g.u^ 
den, he thought he couid not, with- 
out great difficulty and llie hazard 
of a discovery, remove it. Thu«\ 
had he already, in two instances, I 
been obliged to depait from truth) f 
in consequence of his ill-judged audi 
pernicious choice. ' 

The house which the sullaa had 
given him was handsome and com- 
modious ; and he thought, by en- 
larging and furnishing magnificent- 
ly, it would sufBcienlJy answer the 
purpose of his town residence ; be- 
sides, as it was a royal grant, ha 
was sure of remaining unmolested 
in the possession of it. 

He now bent his thoughts on no- 
thing but in giving a loose to his 
appetites, and indulging, without 
control, in every delight which his 
passions or imagination could aug> 
gest to him. As he was not of aa 
active temper, he put the conduct 
of his pleasures into the hands of one 
whom ho had lately received into 
his ssiTice, T his mm , p'hose 
name was Hasem, he found had 
gmnt-sensc, 90d a quickness of parts^ 
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him he committed ihc care of regu- 
latins; his family, and appointed 
him the director of his household. 
In short, under Hasem's inspection, 
who on this occasion displayed an 
admirable taste, his house was soon 
furnished with every thin§ that 
could charm the senses or captivate 
the fancy. Costly furnilure, mag- 
nificent habits, sumptuous equipages, 
and a grand retinue, fully gratified 
his vanity. By Hasem's diligence, 
his seraglio was soon adorned with 
a number of the most beautiful fe- 
mnle slaves, of almost every nation, 
whom he purchased at a vast ex- 
pense. By Hasem's care, his board 
was replenished wilh the most deli- 
cious products of every climate : and 
by Hasem's manageipent he had a 
chosen band of the most skilful mu- 
sicians of the age ; and by Hasem's 
judgment and address, he had re- 
tained in his house some of the most 
learned and ingenious men of all 
Persia, skilled in every art and sci- 
ence. These were received into 
his family for the instruction and 
entertainment of his hours of reflec- 
tion, if he should chance to be visi- 
ted with any such. 

Behold him now arrived at the 
height of human felicity; for, to 
render his happiness incapable of 
addition, he had distinguished 
amongst the beauties of his seraglio, 
a young maid, so exquisitely charm- 
Jl^aBttuBcorapKshed, that lie gave 
her the entire possession of his 
heart; and preferring her to the 
rest of his women, passed whole 
days in her apartment. By Man- 
dana ho found himself equally lieTn- 
VBtl; a felicity i-ory rare amongst 
Eastern husbands; and longing to 
tujhasoin himself to one, on whose 
jdsrac&t and SdeULy he could le- 



ly, to her he disclosed the mar 
lous story of hisdestiny. Hisir 
thus dishurthened of this fanpoi" 
secret, which he had often lon| 
to diviilee, but could find none wl 
he dared to trust with the diBcav< 
he had not one anxious thou^t 
niaining. He gave himself 
pleasures, he threw off all re; 
he plunged at once into a tii 
hixitrious enjoyments ; he forgot 
duty toxvards God, and negle 
all the laws of his prophet, 
grew lazy and effeminate ; and 
not his pride now and then ui 
him to display to the wonde 
eyes of the pubfic, the magniflce 
of his state, he would seldom I 
been inclined to go out of his ho 
Thus possessed of every tl 
that his soul could wish, he cob 
ued for the space of three moi 
without any interruplion, to wal 
in voluptuousness: when onem 
ing, just as he was preparing; to 
out for a beautiful villa, which 
sem had recommended to him 
his rui-al retirement, and whioh^ 
purposed to buy if it answered 
description, be was prevented h 
messenger from the sultan. It ' 
the same person who once bei 
had been sent to him, to forbid I 
the court. I am sorry, my Ii 
said he, on entering Nourjahl 
apail.ment, to be a second time 
bearer of unwelcome tidings; 
Schemzeddin, hearing of the er 
ordinary grandeur and magnifiee 
in which you live, a magnifice 
indeed equal to Uiat of the siil 
himself, would needs know whe 
you derive your wealth, which set 
so much to surpass that of any 
his subjects; and has commaw: 
mc lo coTiduttt you. to his pr^sen 
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Nourjahad was exceedingly slart- 
d at this unexpected summons; 
tt it was in vain to dispute the sul- 
li's orders, and he was forced, 
iough with greit reluctance, to ac- 
oipaiiy the officer to the palace of 
^emzeddtn. 

He oiitered it tremblina;, fearful 
'declare a falsehood to his sove- 
jn, yet still more unwilling to 
ofess the trulh. 

In this suspense the officer left 

, to acquaint tht; sultan of his 

Hval. He waited not long before 

3 admitted to the royal pre- 

Whence is it, Nourjahad, said the 
ItftD, that thy imprudence hath 
awn on thee the attention of my 
wle empire, insomuch that the 
presentations made to me of thy 
mp and luxury, now renders it 
Ceasary to enquire into thy riches. 
^ley seem indeed to be immense. 
%o was that relation that bequeath- 
I them to thee, and wherein do 
6y consist? 
IThough Nourjahad had endea- 
wred to prepai-e himself with ])ro- 
r answers to alt those questions, 
hich he naturally expected would 

asked on the occJision, he was 
vertheless confounded ; he could 
t utter the lies he had framed with 
s unabashed look of sincerity ; his 
Sech faltered, and his colour 
anged. Schemzeddin saw his con- 
ion. I perceive, said he, there 
»ome mystery in this affair, which 
>u hast no mind to discover ; I 
ny heaven that thou hast used no 
r means to come at llie great 
alth which I am told thou pos- 
! Confess the truth, and be- 
of prevaricating with thy 

._o. 

"iq'VJflbad, ir^lenwi al the di£- 



ficulties he found himself involved 
in, fell at the sultan's feet. If my 
lord, said he, will ^ve me a patient 
heainng, and foi^ve the presump- 
tion of his servant, I will unrold 
such wonders as will amaze him, a"d 
at the same time utter nothing r 
the strictest truth. The sultan tur ^ 
ed coldly towards him ; but by seem 
ing to attend to his explanation, en-^ 
couraged him to proceed. 

He then gave a failhfid relation of 
the rision he had seen, with all the 
consequences of that miraculous 
event, Schemzeddin suffered him 
to conclude his narration without in- 
terruption ; but instead of showing 
any marks of surprise, or appearing 
to credit what he said, looking at 
him with the utmost indignaljon. 
Audacious wretch, cried he, how 
darest thou presiune thus to abuse 
my patience, and affront my under- 
standing with the relation of so ri- 
diculous a forgery ? Go tell thy in- 
credible tales to fools and children, 
but dare not to insult thy sovereign 
with such outrageous falsehoods. 

Though Nourjahad was terrified 
at the sultan's anger, he neverthe- 
less persisted in his declaration, con-* 
lirming all he had said by the mosC 
solemn oaths. The sultan com- 
manded him to be silent. Thou art 
mad, said he ; 1 perceive now that 
the riches thou hast acquired, let the 
means be what they may, have turn- 
ed thy brain ; and I am now more 
than ever convinced of the sordid- 
ness of thy mind, when the unex- 
pected acquisition of a little wealth 
could thus pervert thy judgment, 
and teach thee to impose on thy mas- 
ter for truth, the monstrous chimeras 
of thy wild fancy. Thy folly be on 
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(ravaganEc of which tliou art guilty, 
dissipate what Ihy fj-iend hath left 
thee ; anfl when thou art again re- 
duced to thy fonner slate, thou wilt 
be glad to sue to my bounty for that 
which thou didst lately with so 
"Inich arro^nce reject. Gn, unhap- 
cf Nourjahad, contrnued he, (his 
tbice a little softened) the remem- 
iranee of what Ihou once wert to me, 
will not permit me to sec thee fall a 
" victim to thy own despei-ate folly. 
Should it be publicly known, that 
thou hast tlius endeavoured by lies 
and profanation to abuse the credu- 
lity of thy prince, thou wouldst find 
that thy boasted immortality would 
not be proof against that death, 
T<fhieh he should think himself oblig- 
ed, injustice to his own honour smd 
dignity, to inflict on so bold an im- 
postcM*. Hence, miserable man, pur- 
sued he. retire In thy house ;. and if 
thou art not quite abandoned, en- 
deavour by a sober and regular con- 
duct to expiate tliy offences j^nst 
heaven and tliy soverei^; but as a 
punishment for thy crime, presume 
not, without my leave, to stir be- 
I yond the limits of thy own habita- 
jtion, on pam of a more rigorous and 
lasting confinement. 

Nourjjjiad, thunder-struck at this 
(inexpecled sentence, was unable to 
reply ; and tiie sultan having order- 
ed the captain of his guaijs to be 
I palled, committed his prisoner to his 
I hands ; telling him if he suffcted 
Nourjahad to escape, his head should 
answer it 
I Filled with rcsenlment and dis- 
I content] Nonrjuhad was conducted 
I took to his own house; at all the 
t aveiwiea of which lie had tlie morti- 
^Ti'^csEtiOn to Kce ^3r<ls posted, agreea- 
BMt a» tfie chai^ given hv tte sul- 



He retired penavely to his doaet, 
where, shutdng lumself up, he nov^ 
for the first time repented of his in- 
discretion in the choice he had made. 

Unfortunate that I am, cried he, 
what will riches or length of days 
avail me, if I am thus to be miserft* 
Wy immured within the walls of my 
own dwelling? Would it not have 
been better for me to have requ* 
ed the genius to restore me to ' 
fevour of my prince? Schemzeddi 
always loved me, and would not &3 
to have promoted me to wealth and 
honours ; meanwhile I shonld have 
enjoyed my liberty, which now, me- 
thinks, as I am debarred of it, ap- 
pears to me a greater blessing this 
any I possess. Unhappy Novnj* 
had, what is become of all thy 
schemes of felicity ! He was evea 
weak enough to shed tears, Mid gaW 
himself up to vexatiwi for the rfr 
mainder of the day. 

His mind, however, was by plea^ 
sure rendered too volatile to sufier 
any thing to make a lasting impres- 
sion on him ; and he had stiU too 
many resources of happiness in his 
power, to give himself up to despair. 
It is true, said he, 1 am debai-rcd of 
my liberty, but have I not still a 
thousand delights in mj' possession ? 
The incredulous sultan, satisfied with 
punishing me, wiD give himself m 
fui-Uier concern about me, provided 
I do not attempt to escape ; and then 
withdrawn from the public ey«, 
envy will not endeavour to pene- 
trate into the recesses of a private 
dwelling. I will secure the fideli- 
ty of my servants, by my liberality 
toivards them. Schemzeddin's re- 
sentment will not last; orif it should, 
even as long as be lives, what la ho 
life, the scanty portion of years >l- 
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to common men, to my pro- 
immorUlity ? 
Having tlius reconciled 
loughts to his ])resent situation, he 
oLvwl, in order to make himself 
ends far die restraint on his per- 
1, to indul^ himself with an un- 
inded fj-ecdom in his most vulup- 
US wialies. He commanded a 
iquet to be prepared for him that 

rt, which exceeded in luxury 
profusion any of the preceding. 
oidered all hia women, of which 
had a great number, adorned 
li jewels and dressed in their 
lest habits, to attend on him 
hilst he was at supper, permitting 
|De but Mandana the favour to sit 
iiivn with him. The magnificeoce 
hia apartments was heightened by 
q>lendid illumination of a thou- 
IKI torches, composed of odorifer- 
R gums, which cast a blaze of light 
Bt vied with the glories of the sun. 
is muucians, both vocal and in- 
somentai, were ordered to exeit 
t utmost stretch of their art, and 
[soothe his mind with all tJie en- 
anting powers of harmony. Him- 
\£ attired in robes such as the kings 
persia were used to wear, was 
id under a canopy of silver tis- 
w*ich he had put up for the 
_>ose; and ussuming the pomp of 
Elaatem monarch, suffered the 
to take such possession of 
mind, that if he were not before 
1, he now seemeil to be very 
r distraction. 
Intoidcatftd with pleasure, the his- 
iao who writes his life affirms,! 
it this night Nourjobad for tlie first! 
le got drunk, 

Be that as it may, It is certain 
it having retired to rest, he slept 
ider and longer than usual -, lor 
' aiilMkiog, and missing Nian- 



dana from his side, whom he had 
made the partner of his bed, he cal- 
led out to the slave who always at- 
tended in his antechamber, in ord^ 
to enquire for her, resolving to chide 
her tenderly for leaving him. 

He called loud and oflen ; but no- 
bo<ly answering him, as he was na- 
turally choleric, he jumped out of 
bed, and stepping hastily info the 
outer chamber, he found that none 
of Uie slaves were in waiting. En- 
raged at this neglect, he called se- 
veral of his domestics by their names, 
one aftei- another ; when at length, 
after he was almost out of breath 
with passion, a female slave appear^ 
ed, who was one of those appointed 
to wait on Mandana. 

The damsel no sooner perceived 
him, than giving a large shriek, she 
was about to run away ; wheo 
Nourjahad, provoked at her beha- 
viour, catching her roughly by the 
ai-m. Where is thy mistress, said he, 
and whence ariics that terror and 
amazement in thy countenance f 
Alaa! my lord, answered the slave, 
pardon my surprise, which occa- 
sioned by my seeing you so unex- 
pectedly. Nourjahad now perceiv- 
ing that in his hurry he had forgot 
to put on his clothes, concluded that 
it was that circumstance which had 
alarmed the damsel; and turning 
from her, Foolish woman, said he, 
go tell Mandana that I desire to see 
her. Ah, my loixl, replied themaid, 
I would she were in a condition to 
come to you. Why, what is the 
matter, said Nourjj^iad, no ill, I 
hope, has befallen the dear light of 
my hfe? Isshesiek? Methioksshe 
cnt to bed last night in perfect 
health. Last night! my lord, re- 
plied thasVa.v«,«wi.*««iWKt\»»»4>- 
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means that rnotiou ? Wliere is thy 
mistress ? Speak ! She is, I hope, 
ssuil Uie ttlave, gone to receive the 
reward of her goodness ! Here she 
began to weep. Oh Hearen, cried 
INourjahad, is my dear ManUana 
dead? She is, answered the damsel, 
redoublmg herteai's,and I shall ne- 
ver have so kind a misti-ess. 

Alaa ! replied Nourjahad, by what 
fatal accident am i tliiis suddenly 
deprived oftjie adorable creature? 

It was not suddenly, my loitl, re- 
plied the slave, Mandana died in 
childbed. Ah, traitress, cried Nour- 
jahad, how darest thou Uius mock 
tbe sorrow of Uiy master, and tra- 
duce the chastity of ray beloved. 
Thou knowest it is not more than 
three moons since I received her a 
vii^in to my anns, and dost tiiou 
presume to impose so ridiculous a 
story on me as that of her having 
died in childbed ? My lord, an- 
swered the slave, it is more than 
three ye^ira since Mandana died. 
Audacious wretch! cried Nourja- 
had, wouldst thou persuade me out 
of my senses? Witli lliis he pinch- 
ed the slave so hai'd by the aj-m, 
that she screamed ouL 

The noise she mado brought sev- 
eral of Ihe servants into the room, 
who, on seeing Nourjahad, all show- 
ed manifest tokens of fear and sur- 
prise. What is the reason of all 
this, cried he in a rage, ai'e ye all 
leagued in combination g^ainst 
Be quick and explain lo me the 
cause of this distraction which ap- 
peai-s amongst you. 

Kasem, who had i-un in amongst 
tlie other domestics, took upon him 
to answer for fiie rest- It is not to 
be wondered at, my lord, said he, 
, that your slafPs stmm surprised at 
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Ii^om (lie dead ; but if they are as 
zed, Uieir joy doubtless is equal, 
tlieir wonder; mine I am sut& 
unutterable, to behold my lord eg 
more restored to his faithfiil 
vants, after we had almost de^Hui 
of your ever more unclosing y( 
eyes. 

You talk strangely, said Nouj 
had, a litde staggered at what 
saw and heard. He just then; 
collected tlie terms on which hfe 
' -ed the important gift from 
genius ; and began to suspect ' 
he had endured one of those pn 
natur'al slumbers, to which he 
ibjected himself. Ilow lotig 
I have slept ? said he. Four jj 
and twenty days exactly, answi 
Hasem ; I have reason to know 
I counted the melancholy hour 
lliey passed, and seldom qui 
your bed-side. It may be so, 
Nourjahad, I have been subject 
these Uances from a boy, but 
has lasted rather longer thaai u 
He then commanded all his si 
to withdraw, retaiuins; only Ha 
witli whom he wanted to have ! 
tliscourse. 

Tell mc now, said he, (wheal 
ei-e alone,) and tell me trulj 
all I have heard real, and is S 
daiia actually dead ? Too tnie, 
lord, replied Hasem, Mandana 
in childbed, and dying, left her 
fant son to my care. Is my t 
alive ? said Nourjahad eogerlyi 
is, my lord, answered Has<»n, 
you shall see him presently ; J 
dana called mc to her, contiaoei 
when she found herself dying. 
Hasem, said she, be carefii 
your loni; Heaven will one 
restore him to you again. Sea, 
you manage hi.s household wiUi 
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a would if lie himself were to in- 
set into your conduct; for be as- 
red he will sooner or later exact 
ust account of your proceedings, 
ire are Uie keys of his cofl'era. I 
ntured to take them from under 
i pillow, where I knew he kept 
I have husbanded his- for- 
ae with economy, ajid have hi- 
a kept order and harmony in 
jnily : on you it rests to pre- 
1 it in the same condition. 
Durjahad will not fail to reward 
iui- dihg;ence and fidelity. It is 
t expeclient that any one should 
row the condition to which he is 
_duced. His life is goveraed by a 
iBoge fatality. You have nothing 
< do therefore, but to give out that 
1 is seized with a lingering distem- 
', which confines him to his bed. 
t no impertinent enquirers see 
a, and all curiosity about him will 
on cease. These, proceeded Ha- 
e almost tlie last words that 
y beloved mistress spoke. I have 
inctually complied with her or- 
ira. Your condition has been 
Spt a profound secret from every 
le but your own family, and they 
L love you too well to betray tlieir 
list. Your women are all immured 
ithin the sacred walls of your serag- 
;and though they murmur at their 
tuation, they fail not to offer up 
leir daily prayers that Heaven 
XKild restore you to them. I will 
avr, continued he, present your 
Ki to you : it will be some co 
txon to you to see that charming 
ledge of Mandana's love. Saying 
kis, he withdrew, but soon retum- 
i leading the child, who was as 
Mutiful as a little cherub. 
Nourjahad melted into tears at 
sijfht of him, and renewed his 
?mplai_nl^fli; tb& Ipsmf .hJ.^ ^ wcA 



MgpJima,. He saw that the child's 
age seemed to agree exactly vrith 
the account he had received ; and 
now fully convinced of the truth of 
his misfortune, Oh Heaven, cried 
he, clasping the young boy to his 
bosom, what would I give that my 
dear Mandana were now here to 
partake of the pleasure 1 feel in this 
infant's caresses; gladly would I 
consent to have three ages cut off 
from the number of my years, to 
have her more precious life restored. 
But my felicity would then be too 
great, and I must submit to the des- 
tiny which I myself have chosen. 
Prudence Hasem, said he, observ- 
ing he looked surprised, thou dost 
wonder at the words which thou 
hast heard me speak, but I will not 
conceal from thee the marvellous 
atory of my life. Thy fidelity and 
zeal deserve this confidence; be- 
sides, it is requisite tliat I should 
trust some discreet person with my 
important secret, since Mandana, on 
whose tenderness and loyalty I could 
depend, is no more. 

JMourjahad then acquainted Ha- 
sem with file wonderful mystery of 
his life. He ilid not, however, di- 
vulge the circumstance of his con- 
cealed treasure, ; he judged fi-om hia 
own heart, that it would not be al- 
together advisable to lay such a 
tempting bait in the way even of 
the most virtuous and steady mind ; 
but contented himself witli telling 
him that his genius constantly sup- 
plied him with riches, as his occa- 
sions required. Hasem listened to 
him with astonishment; hut assu- 
red him, after what had ah^ady 
past, he doubted not a tittle of the 
trutli of what he had been told, ama- 
zing and ahnost incredible as it m^- 
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My lord, said he, you may se- 
curely rely on my zeai and dili- 
gence, so long as you are pleased to 
entertain me in your service. That 
I shall do during your life, inter- 
rupted Nourjahad. But, replied 
Hasem. what if one of those un- 
merciful long trances should conti- 
nue for a length of time, much be- 
yond that fi-om which you are tftit 
now awakened, and that I should 
happen to die before you recover 
your senses — who knows in tliat 
case what might be the consequen- 
ces? It is an accident exceedingly 
to he dreaded, rejilied Nourjahad ; 
Heaven knows to what indignities 
' might be exposed, perhaps to be 
'ied alive, and condemned to 
_ is a century or two in a dismal 
sepulchre. 'Hie thought makes me 
judder, and I almost repent of ha- 
ving accepted life on Bueh condi- 
tions. As I have no warning, con- 
tinued he, when those fatal slum- 
bers will overpower me, (for who 
can always be guarded against the 
starts of passion, or what man is so 
attentive to that impertinent moni- 
tor within, as to hear his whispers 
amidst the hurry of Umiultuousj)lea- 
sures ?) As I know not, I say, when 
I am to be condcnnned to that state 
of insensibility, or how long I shall 
continue in it, I can only conjiu-e 
thee if I should happen to be seized 
with another trtmce during thy life, 
(which considering my disposition, 
is not impossible,) that tliou wilt ob- 
serve the same conduct which thou 
-hast lately done ; and if the angel 
cf death should summon thee away 
before my senses are loosed from 
their mystenous bands, that thou 
^wilt with thy dying breath, commit 
^b&e secret to some one Jaithful per- 
mbn of jny family, whom thou think- 



est most fit to be relied on, to 
punctual dtschargeoftheirduty. 
I shall never part with any of 
servants, till the inevitable strolw 
death separates them irom 
shall constantly supply their pit 
with the worthiest persons that ui 
be found, I ihink I cannot fail lA 
succession of people, from am( 
whom, one at least may alwayt 
ibund, in whoso secrecy and ' 
I may safely confide. 

Without doubt, my lord, 
ed Hasem, you may, by such _ 
measures as th&se, be always gium 
ed against the worst lliat 
you. 

Though Nouijahad hadj 
providing against evil 
ceedingly relieved his 
the foal's by which it was agil 
lest any ill should happen lo 
during his slumbers; yet was 
heart far from being at 
loss of Mandana preyeil upoa 
tspirits. He had no relish Utt 
Icharms of his other women. 
Idana's superior loveliness vras alt 
present to his eyes : the delii 
pf his table grew tasteless; Maicb 
na's sprightly wit was wanting * 
give a relish to the feast. The iqi 
lodious concerts of music with wludi 
he was wont to be so delighted, bow 
only served to overwhelm hira wkfc 
melancholy: Mand ana's enchan^ 
as not heard, which used tt 
Iswell his heart to rajrture. 

In short, for a time he took _ 

re in nothing but the caresses 
innocent prattle of his little 
whom by his tenderness and en- 
dearments he had taught to love him. 

I am unhappy, my dear Hasem, 
would he often say ; the loss of Mai^ 
dana embitters all my Joys, and "" 

' disgusU 
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i My lord, said Hasem, there is 
Snag which has befallen you but 
" IS common to all. Every one 
Ifey naturally expect to see the 
sath of some person or other whom 
/ love ; bat you, who are endow- 
l with BO miraculous a life, must 
peds look to drop a tear over a 
nisand graves. 
' - MelancholyreflectionlsaidNour- 
whad } it occurred not to me in this 
Ij^t when I made my choice. I 
• indeed I must of necessity 
ry hundreds of succeeding gene- 
ions ; but, said I to myself, I 
bU insensibly contract new ami- 
I, as I perceive the old ones ai-e 
idy to be dissolved by the hand 
' time. My heart, said I, shall 
r feel a vacuity, for want of fit 
|ects of desire. A new beauty 
U naturally take place of her 
lose charms begin to decline; 
s the ardours of love will be sup- 
Ibd with perpetual fuel ; and upon 
t same principle will the social 
7S of friendship be unremitting. 
ionsidered the world as a flower- 
rden, the product of which avas 
delight my senses for a cenain 
ison. The bloom is not made to 
It, thought I ; but it will be suc- 
eded by a fresh blow, whose 
■eetness and variety will equal the 
■mer, and entirely obliterate them 
a my memory. I thought not, 
! that before the spring ended, 
cruel blast m^ht suddenly destroy 
y feireat flower. 

Would you, my lord, said Ha- 
1, if it were Jn your power, ab- 
Ivc your genius from his promise, 
eii^ your life must be perpetually 
liject to such misfortimes ? 
'Not so neither, answered Nour- 
lind; time is a never-failing reme- 
r for grief; I shall get over tius, 



and be better prepared against tho 
next assault of evil. 

In eflect, Nourjahad kept his 
word, and soon returned to his for- 
mer way of living. 

He had tlie mortification, how- 
ever, to find himself still aprisoner. 
Hasem told him that the sullan had 
not yet taken off the i-estraint under 
which he had formerly laid him ; 
and whether it was through forget- 
fulness or design, the guards still 
maintained their posts about his 
house. This Nouijaliatl was him- 
self convinced of, by seeing tliem 
from his windows. 

It is strange, said he, that Scli^n- 
zeddin should retain his resentment 
against me for so long a time ; e». 
pecially as he might have been con- 
vinced of tlie tnith of what I assert- 
ed, by the extraordmary state in 
which I have lain all this while. 
You forget, my lord, said Hasem, 
that this was an absolute secret, no 
one from under your own roof know- 
ing a word of the matter. Such was 
Mandana's last injunctions, and your 
faithful servants never divulged a 
titde of it 

Did not my friends come to visit 
me, said Nourjahad, during that ii>> 
terval in which I slept? Those wboiti 
you called your friends, answered 
Hasem, came as usual, during the 
first month of your dormant state ; bi it 
being refused admittance, under 
pretence that your health was so 
much declined, that you were not 
in a condition to receive them, they 
soon desisted from their visits ; and 
finding they could no more be en- 
tertained with feasting and jollity, 
they have never since enquii-ed af- 
ter you. 

Ungi'aleful wretches ! said Noui> 
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an irksome thing to live with-' 
out fi'ieaUs. You, Hascm, are a 
prudent and honest man, but still 
you are my servant : I cannot Ihere- 
l^fe consider you on tliat footing 
~ lality which fi'iendship requii'es. 
le man, said Hasem, who 
Irim self grateful andcom- 
and those two virtues 
1 come alone, but are ever found 
with many otlters. Oh 
m, said Nourjahad. It is 
■plied Hasem, that offi- 
cer of the sultan's whom you once 
obliged by a trifling present of a 
ring: he never. fails sending every 
dayto. enquire afler your welfare. 
Nay, he has often called himself, 
and expressed an honest sorrow for 
the ill slate of health to which I told 
him you were reduced; tenderly 
blaming the sultan for his rigorous 
confinement of you. 

Worthy Zam^rad, said Nourja- 
had, thou, thou alone shalt be the 
diosen friend of my heart ; the rest 
of my worthless acquaintance I from 
this minute discard, 

I will write to Schemzeddin, pur- 
sued he ; perhaps he may now relent 
and restore me to my liberty. I long 
to shift the scene, and remove to some 
place where Mandana's image may 
not be so often revived in my memo- 
ry, Wert thou not, Hasem, about 
to procure for me a noble seat in the 
cauftl ryi which I was going to take a 
^^" " that day on which tlie good 
came to carry me before 
.n ? If I mig^t but retire thi- 
1 should think myself happy. 
Alas! my loni, replied Hasem, 
that fine seat cannot now be yours. 
You may remember I made only 
a conditional agreement with the 
ownei- of it, depending on your ap- 
fbatiOQ ai'lhc place aiici' yourha-; 



ving seen it I recollect itr 
Nourjahad ; but may it not «li 
mine ? By do means, answered 
sem ; the owner has long since 
posed of it to another. 

That is unlucky, said Noioja 
but we can easily find another, 
it your care to look out for 
whilst I endeavour to move thi 
tan in my favour. 

Hasem ivas not slow in exee 
his master's orders. In three 
he told him he had seen a ' 
which seemed to him to siirpai 
the descriptions of Eden in its 
mary state of beauty. It is h 
the distance of ten leagues froi 
muz, said he. The house and 
dens are in complete order, ani 
may purchase the whole fin- 
thousand pieces of gold. TTm 
tan hims^ hatli not in his p4 
session any thing more delighti 
wni have it, said Nourjahad:! 
the money ready, you have the 
of my cofFere, and they contain; 
than that sum. 

My lord, answered Hasem,! 
youjast saw them they did co 
much more ; but you will be | 
ed to recollect that it is above 
years since, and that your h 
hold has been maintained di 
that time; which, notwithatSQ 
I have used the utmost ecom 
must needs have somewhat di 
ished your treasury. I had fa 
replied Nourjahad ; but 1 will 1 
supply you with the gold you i 

Accordingly, he paid a visitb 
subterraneous cave that very ni 
where finding every thing as hi 
left it, he loaded himself with a q 
tity of gold, sufi&cient to preveo 
necessity of drawing from hia hi 
store of wealth for a considd 
time. 



.Intent now on the pursuit of his 
saaures, he n<^lected not applying 
'" e sultan for a repeaJ, or at least 
Initigation, of his sentence. He 
' it toSchemzeddm a letter in terms 
1 of humihty ; thinking if he could 
nore his incredulity by convinc- 
fhim that the extraordinary fact 
■had related was nothing more than 
a truth, thai tlie sultan would no 
l^er deny him his liberty, lie 
!upled not to acqudnt him, that lie 
id been for more than four years in 
ttroibund steep, for the conlirma- 
[lof which fact, strange as it miaiht 
im to his majesty, he desired leave 
>;q>peal to every one of his own 
os^old, and conjured the sultan to 
te the trouble of informing himself 
lire fully from some of his people, 
lom he might cause to be brought 
io his presence and privately esam- 
i,aa he confessed he did not wish 
have so uncommon an event divul- 
d. 

Nomjahad from Ihis expedient 
i great hopes of obtaining; his de- 
B but the event turned out contra- 
to his expectations. 
Zamgrad two days after brought 
L answer from the sultan in 
fiting : Noiirjahad laid the paper 
his head, then kissing the seals, 
broke them open, and read as 
lows : 

' I have not been unmindful of 
' motions, and I was pleased to 
IT from time to time, that for these 
r yeare past, order and decency 
ne been prcserveil in thy dwel- 
r. I flattered myself that this 
IS owinf; to thy having returned (o 
enseofthy duty. But my hope 
Deived me, when I found that 
mrjahad was by a violent malady 
lit^ seizeil him (doubtless the pf- 
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from indulging in those recesses in 
which he was wont to riot. 

' This visitation trom Heaven, I 
thought would have produced salu- 
tary effects on thy mind, and hoped 
if Uie angel of health were again to 
revisit thy pillow, that thou wouldst 
make a different use of thy recover- 
ed strength. How must my indig- 
nation then be roused against thee, 
abandoned as tliou art to perdition, 
to find thou pereistest in thy enor- 
mous folly and ivickedness ; and 
continuesi to abuse the patience of 
thy benefactor and sovereign mats- 
ter, with such unparalleUed false- 
hoods. A prince less merciful than 
mj-sclf, woulil no longer delay to 
pimish thee with death : but I gi*e 
thee thy wi-etched life. Spend it if 
thou canst in penitence. Nay, I w31 
so far indulge thee, as to permit 
thee, for the more perfect recovery 
of thy health, to retire to tJiy house 
in the country; but at the peril of thy 
head presume not to stir beyond the 
bounds of thy own habitation. 

Nourjahad now too late found his 
error in endeavouring to force be- 
lief of a thing which appeared so in- 
credible ; and wished he had rather 
availed himself of the sultan's pre- 
possessions in favour of the story 
propagated by his servants, as he 
found that would have been the wi- 
ser course. 

What a world is this, said he to 
Zamgrad, (after having read the let- 
ter,) where he who ought to be the 
rewanler of truth, and the dispenser 
of justice, shuts his ears against con- 
viction, and condemns an innocent 
man for endeavouring to set him 
riglit? But I will not involve ytrn 
in tlie punishment imposed on my 
imaginary gjUt, h^j vwiyisws^'^'SQS^ 
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vovired to coQviQce the incredulous 
Schemzeddin. 

I know not, my lord , replied Zam- 
grad. what has passed belween the 
sultan and you; of tliis only I am 
certain, that he seems excitingly 
ean^ed against you. I would it 
were in my power, from itie respect 
I beu' you, to mitignte his resent- 
ment 

I thank thee, gentle Zamgrad, 
;aid Noutjahad ; I tind Uiou, of all 
my numerous acquaintance, art the 
only man who has shown any at- 
tachment to me. If the friendship 
of one labouring under the displea- 
sure of his prince be worth thy ac- 
cepting I ouer thee mine, and con- 
jure thee to grant me yours in re- 
turn. The base ingratitude I have 
already experienced from the rest 
of my pretended friends, has deter- 
mined me to disclaim all society 
with them : if thou wilt sometimes 
visit me in my retirement, tiiou wilt 
find Nourjaltad not umleservlng of 
thy kindness. 

Zamgrad promised to see him as 
(liWi as he could, and took his leave. 

However vexed Nouijahad was at 
his disappointment, in finding him- 
; telf, by being still debarred of his 
I liberty, deprived for a time at least 
(com executing one of his favourite 
purposes, that of travelling all over 
tlie world, he yet contented himself 
with the redecUon, that ihis project 
WM only postponed to another op- 
portunity ; and that he should have 
lime enough for executing his design, 
after Sohcmzcddin and many of his 
poster Jty were in tlieir graves. I will 
hot ivaste my hours, said he, in Iriiit- 
less languishmcnt for what I can- 
not at pitsent altitin, but make tlie 
\<^t ()f tlie good which now oilers 



He ordered Hasem to pai 
Ihe money forthwith, for tJ 
seat : I will remove Ihitttert !Wd1 
immediately ; and make myself i 
recompense, by all the meant 
art can devise, for that cruel It 
trance which overpowered meaoi 
unseasonably : I hope I shall notljl 
visited by another for theae fifty 
sixty years at least 

Hasem's diligence kept pace' 
his lord's impatience : he got 
thing in readiness for his 
at his rural mansion : and to 
the notice which might be taken 
so numerous a seraglio, and Bucfa] 
train of domestics, the prudent 
sem advised that they should 
by night This precaution, said! 
will prevent the malice of your 
emies from making ill-natured 
presentations of your cmiduct to 
sultan : and as you yourself are 
posed by every body in Onnuji, S 
haive laboured under a long xnd ptiar 
ful Illness, I think, to give colour U 
ratlier palace, for such it m%ht be 
called, infinitely exceeded his ex- 
pectations; but above all, the gar- 
dens were so delicious, tltat his sen- 
ses were ravished with delight B| 
declared tliat those mansions of jajf 
prepared for the reception of w 
faithful, cotUd not exceed them : and 
forgetting tliat this paradise was ta 
be his prison, he orderetl that a pi- 
vilion oflight brocade should be raff- 
ed for him in tlie midst of his au- 
den, ivhere he purposed to enjoy 
the coot hoiu-s of iheevening, anud4 
the noise of falling waters, and 
wild notes (rfinnumei-able birds, 
had taken up their residence in 
terrestrial paradise. _ 

Bchokl him now once more in 
the possession of every thing fol 



: wiahes of Epicurean phrensy, 
bid paint He gave the I'eins to 
a passions; he again became the 
ITC of voluptuous appetites : he 
bmitted a second time to the pow- 
'of beauty ; he invented newmodes 
'luxury; and his deb'ghtful abode 
 uae the scene of eyeiy licen- 
s pleasure. 
The deUcacies and profusion in 
BJch he himself wallowed, made 
a forget that there were wants or 
leries amongst his fellow-crca- 
es : and as he had but little in- 
:ourse with mankind, except witJi 
«e who flattered his follies or ad- 
Eiuatered to his loose pleasures, he 
e hardened to all the social af- 
is. He ceased to relieve the 
lor, because they never came in 
h way; and with a heart naturally 
UfiKus and benevolent, he lived 
1^ for himself. 

Uimersed in sensual gratifications, 
i lost all relish for any others. The 
t and sages whom he entertain- 
in his house, began to grow irk- 
le lo him. He derided the wis- 
a and philosophy of the latter ; 
id if they stiempted to entertain 
n with learned or grave discoiirs- 
, he laughed at them ; and at 
ngth, thinking their company te- 
, he turned them out of his 



His bards would have shared the 
e (ate, if they had not by a 
nely address rendered their art 
fcservient to his depraved inclina- 
"". They composed nothingbut 
s filled with adulation on him- 
_ JT light verses in praise of one 
other of his mistresses ; these were 
I to melting airs, and sung aceom- 
inied by the lute. 
Thus did Nourjahad pass his days. 
%Bry rising sun behola some be&b 



outrage on the laws of temperance 
and decency ; and the shades of eve- 
ry night descended on his unatoned 
offences. 

The delightful season of the year, 
winged with pleasures, was now aU" 
most fled, when one of the most ex- 
travagant projects came mto the head 
of Nourjahad, (hat ever entered thj 
imagbation of man. 

As the gardens of his palace wctft 
exceedingly delicious, he vainly fan- 
cied that they must be very like the 
regions of paradise (where all good 
Mussulmen are received after dE»tfi) 
and that in order to make the resem- 
blance perfectly complete, he would 
i-ausii the women of his seraglio to 
personate the Hounis ; those beau- 
tifjl virgins who are given as a re- 
wai'd to all true believers. He him- 
self would' needs represent Maho- 
met; and one of his mistresses whom 
he loved best, and who was indeed 
the handsomest of them, he would 
have to appear under the name and 
character of Cadiga. the favourite 
wife of the great prophet. 

The idea, wild and profane as it 
was, was notwithstanding readily 
adopted by all the people about hin, 
no one presuming to dispute his 
will. Nor were the women on this 
occasion much inclined to do so, as 
it served them for a very agreeable 
amusement. 

Some debates, however, arose 
amongst them on account of the 
dresses proper to be worn on this 
occasion ; as none of them remem^ 
bered to have read in the Koran 
what sort of habits the Houri is wore ; 
and some of the ladies gave it as 
their opinion, that those beauties 
went naked. 

Afl:er many disputes oo. tha wib- 
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medium, and agreed to be attired in 
loose robes of the thinnest Persian 
gauze with cbaplets ul' flowers on 
thcii' heads. 

Nourjahad ajiproved of the inven- 
tion, and gave orders \a Hasem to 
prepare tor this cele.tttal masquerade 
witli all possible diligence; charg- 
ing him to leave notliing out, that 
eoiild render the entertainment wor- 
thy oI' Mahomet himself. 

Neither art nor expense were spa- 
red on this extraordinary occasion. 
He gave coinniamlineut that the 
fountains wliicli adorned his gar- 
den should be so contrived, tJiat in- 
stead of water, they should pour 
forth milk and wine ; that the sea- 
sons should be anticipated, and the 
early fra^uncc of tlie spring should 
be united wilh the more vivid co- 
lours of the glowing summer : in 
8hort> that fruils, blossoms, and flow- 
ers, should at once unite their vari- 
ous beauties, to embellish this ter- 
restrial paradise. 

The diligence of Hasem was so 
active, that every thing was got in 
readiness, even sooner than Nourja- 
had expected. He descended into 
his garden, to take a survey of these 
wondrous preparations: and find- 
ing all exactly to hia mind, he gave 
orders to bis women to hyld them- 
selves prc|Mired lo act their [)arts ; 
telling Iherii that on tliat very even- 
ing he would give them a foretaste 
of the ravishing pleasures they were 
to rayoy in the happy nsJ-ions of 
light 

The weather was cslranely hot, 
and Nourjahad, in order to take a 
view of Llie roagniricenl deporatiims, 
having &tigued himself with ^ 
dering through his clysiimi. retired 
to hJs apmtinent, «ntl threw him- 



to take a short repose, the btsUer J| 
prepare himself for tho evi 
tiw. night : leaving onlenr* 
sem and Ca«ligQ to awake If 
sleep l>efore sunset. i 

Nourjahad, however, opi 
;yes without any one's having T 
icd him from his slumbers; - 
perceiving that the day was a 
closed, and finding that his < 
mands harl been n^lected, be i 
into a violent pass" 
that his women had prevailed ot»SJ 
sem, to grant them this opportti 
whilst he slept, of indulging t 
selves in libeilies without that t 
traint to which they were accustm 
in his presence. 
Enraged at the thought, he n 
cd to have them caUed before hin|_ 
and, after severely repriman^sg 1 
thent, and punishing Hasem propnS> I 
tionally to his fault, to have his W(W I 
men all locked up, and postpone hi3 
festivity till he was in a better hu- 
mom" to relish it. 

Impatient, and even furious at his 
:lisappointment, he stamped on the 
floor with his foot : when immcdi- 
itely a black eunuch presented him- 
ielf at the door. Go, said he, his 
words almost choked with indigna- 
tion, go and bid my women one and 
all hasten directly into my presenc*- 
Thc slave retired in respeo,tful si- 
lence; and presently after all ihela- 
dies of bis seraglio entered his apart- 
ment. They w^re, accoi'ding to the 
custom, covered with veils ; but on , 
appearing in their lord's presence^ 
they threw them off. fiut.oh H«| 
vcn I what was Nourjahad's s 
and astonishment, when iitstet 
the beautiful Houriis whom he e 
peeled to see, to behold a tnia 1 
wrinkled and deformed old bags.! 
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pendcil ihe power of speech : 

tt tbb ioremost of the old women 

ichiug, aad oQeriiig to embrace 

1, he thi-ust her rudely from him : 

estublc licnd, said he, whence 
i presiunption ? Where are my 
res? Where is Hasem? and the 
men of my seraglio ? The Irail- 
■ses ! they shall pay dearly for 
a abusing my indulgence. 
Che old women at this, all fell 
ID their faces to the ground ; but 
: first who had advanced, addres- 
ghereelf to speak, Avaunt! cried 
urjahad, begone wretches, and 

my sl^t of such hideous as- 
ts, 

AJas, my loi-d, replied the old wo- 
B,, have you entirely forgot me ? 

time left no traces to remind 
I ofyour once beloved Cadiga? — 
diga ! thou Cadiga ? do not pro-l 
te me, said Nourjaliad, or by Al- 

I'il spurn Ihee with my foot. I 
Phe old women now all set up a 
lentable cry : Miserable wi-etch- 
Ihat we are, said they, beatiog 
ir withered breasts ; it had been 
)py for UB if we had all died in 
 youth, rather tlian have thus 
Jived our lord's affections. 
Evil betide ye, said Nourjaliad, 
ko in the name of deformity are 
all? Hereujion the beldames cri- 
out with one voice, Your mis- 
a ! ttic once admired and loved 
rtiiers ofyour bed ; but the relent- 
s hand of time has made such cru- 
ravage on our chai'ms, that we do 
t wonder thou sliouldst find it im- 
Bslble to recollect us. 
Nourjaliad now began to suspoct 
it he nad heen overpowered hy a 
ond trance. Why, how long, in 
: devil's name, have I then slept ? 
dbe. 



answered the lady who called her- 
self Cadif^a. Thou liest, I am sure, 
said Nonrjahad ; for it appears to me 
but as yesterday since I oideredthee 
(if thou really ail Cadiga,) to awake 
me at a certain hour, that I might 
eojoy the glorious entertainment 
prepared for me in the gardens of 
the Houriis. 

I do remember it, said Cadiga, 
and we your faithful slaves were to 
personate those beautiful virgins, 
Alas, alas ! we are not now fit to 
represent tliose daugliters of pai-a- 
dise ! Thou art fitter, said Nourja- 
had, to represent the Furies. I tell 
thee again, it cannot be many hours 
since I first fell into a slumber. 

It may well seem so, answered 
Cadiga, buried as your senses have 
been in forgetful n ess, and every fa- 
culty consigned to oblivion, that the 
interval of time so past mustbequite 
annihilated ; yet it is most certain 
Uiat you have slept as long as I tell 
you. 

Nourjahad upon this, examined 
the faces of the old women one af- 
ter the other; but finding Ihem so 
totally different from what they once 
were, he swore that he did not be- 
lieve a word they said. Thou Ca- 
diga ! said he, the black-hrawed Ca- 
diga, whose enchanting smiles be- 
guiled allhc-uis; Uiouartwoadroua- 
ly like her I confess! 

Yet that I am tliat identical fair 
one, answered she, I shall be able 
to convince you, from a remarkable 
signaUire whicli I bear on my bo- 
som, and which still remains, though 
the rest of my person is so entirely- 
changed. 

Saying this, she uncovered ber 
breast, on which the figure of a rose- 
bud was delineated h^ ttwt Va^^!i.^ 
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ed the maik ; lie liad once Uioiight it 
« beauty, and mnde it the subject of 
an amorous soonet, whentlteoosom 
of the iair Cadi^ was as white and 
as smooth as alabaster. 

Convinced by this proof that these 
women were really what they pre- 
tended to be, Nouijahad could not 
conceal his vexation. By the Tem- 
ple of MecM, said he, this E;eniusof 
mine is no better than he should be ; 
and I begin to suspect he is little 
less than an evil spirit, or he could 
not thfls take delight in perseculing 
me for nothing. 

Ah, my lord, said Cadiga, I am 
not ignorant of the strange fete by 
which your life is governed. Ha- 
sem, your faithful Hasem, eommu- 
cicated the secret to me with his 
dying breath. Is Hasem dead ? cri- 
ed Nourjahad. He is, my lord, an- 
swered Cadieia, andsois ihe.worthy 
2amgrad. What is become of my 
son, said Nourjahad? I hope he has 
not shared the same fate. It were 
better that he had, replied Cadiga, 
for it is now some five-and-tweoty 
years since he ran away from the 
governor, in whose hands the wise 
Hasem had phiced him for his edu- 
cedoD ; and having in vain endca- 
Toured to prevail on that honest man 
to bury you, that giving out you 
were deceased, he might take pos- 
session of all your wealth ; finding 
he could not succeed in his unnatu- 
ral design, he took an opportunity of 
breaking open your cabinet, and se- 
curing all the treasure he could find, 
stole secretly away, and has never 
been heard of since. 

Ungrateful viper ! exclaimed 

Nourjahad ; and thou cruel genius, 

thus to embitter a life, whidi was 

thy own rolaatary gift; for thou 

Ciunest to ma unasked. 



Had not, proceeded Cadiga, i 
self and the rest of your won 
consented to give up all ourJCT 
to Hasem, who turned them i 
money, we must long ere this hi 
been reduced to want; for yourd 
worthy son stripped you of aD f 
wealth; but Hasem conducted^ 
thing with the same regularity k 
care as if you bad been awake, A 
chaining such of your domestic d 
he thought unnecessary, and repll^ 
ing such as died in your sern6 
and it is not many da}'s since fl 
good old man was himself sumnUB' I 
ed away by the angel of deJith. 

Tell me, said Nourjahad, * 
Schemzeddin stfll live ? 

He does, replied Cadiga, 
bending under the weight of age ai 
infirmities, he is become so tntolef 
biy peevish that no one dares ify 
to him. Indeed he is at times so f) 
tastical and perverse, that it is fl 
cretly whispered he is not perfbt^ 
in his senses. It may very well b 
said Nourjahad, that he is doting M 
.this time, for he cannot be t 
Bess than seventy years old. 
genius has in this article been £ 
fill to his promise ; for I, thoi 
nearly of the same age, find inys 
as vigorous and healthy as ever ;1 
1 give him little thanks for this, sce^ t 
ing he has defrauded me of such 16 I 
unconscionable portion of my life. 

My lord, said Cadiga, there is 01 
circumstance which may in son 
measure reconcile you to Vrhat h 
already happened. You know, I 
the seveiity of the sultan, you hail 
been the greatest part of your daji 
a prisoner ; which condition, ho« 
ever it might have been alleviated hj' 
the pleasures which surrounded yoB 
must nevertheless have by this ti ' 



II bU the while been sensible of 
. r restraint; and you would now 
jbably have been 50 palled with 
i repetition of the same enjoy- 
its, that I know not whether your 
d {^uniua has not, instead of crn- 
, shown an extreme indulgence, 
rendering you for such a number 
years unconscious of your misfor- 
e; esjfiecially as the sullaot by 
at I learned from Hasem, has, 
^withstanding the length of time 
e he first deprived you of your 
rty, never reversed the barba- 
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"What thou hast said has some 
Lour, replied Noucjahad, and I am 
ry much inclined to think thou 
Bt hit upon the truth- SageCadi- 
, pursued he, what thou h^t lost 

beauty, thou hast gained in wis- 

i ; and though 1 can no [onger 
ard thee with tenderness, I will 
U retain thee in my service, and 
QStitute thee governess over my 
nale slaves ; for I must have my 
raglio supplied with a new race of 
tauties. For the rest ef those ha^, 

I do not know of any thing they 
e now good for, I desire to see 
em no more, fiegone, said he to 
em, I shall give orders to Gadiga 
pcernijig you, 

When Nourjahad was left alone, 
i began seriously to reflect on his 
indtlaon. Haw unhappy I am, 
lid he, thus to fuid myself at once 

a-ived of every thing that was 

irto me ; my t^vo faithful friends, 
[aseni and Zamgrad, all the bloom- 
beauties of my seraglio, who 

d to delight my eyes ; but above 
I, my son, whose ingratitude and 
uelty pierces me more deeply than 
I my other losses ; aiid that rigid 
^rit who presides over my life, to 
|(l|.a4K^^ ¥ ^^l^<>urs of ' 



sensibility to deprive me of all my 
comforts ! Yet why do I reproach 
my protector for that? The same 
ills might have befallen me, had the 
progress of my life been conducted 
by the common laws of nature. I 
must have seen the death of my 
friends, and they might possibly have 
been snatched from me in a manner 
equally sudden and surprising as 
their loss now appears. 

My ivomen, had I seen them eve- 
ry day, must necessarily by this 
time have grown old and diss^stful 
to me ; and I should certainly bo- 
fore now, have discarded two or 
three generations of beauties. My 
son too would, in his heart, have 
been the same thankless and perfi* 
dious creature that he has now shown 
himself, had the eye of watchful au- 
thority been constantly open on his 
conduct ; and there is only this dif- 
ference, pei^aps, between me and 
every other parent, that I have liv- 
ed to see my oSspring trampling on 
filial duty, riotously seizing on rajr 
wealth, leaving my iamity topovei^ 
ty, and not so much as bestowing a 
grateful thought on him who gave 
him being, and by whose spoils he 
is enrichffli; whilst other fathers, 
deceived by a specious outside, in 
the full persuasion of the piety, jus- 
tice and affection of their chUdren, 
have descended to the grave in peace, 
whilst their heirs, with as little re- 
morse as my graceless child, have 
laughed at their memories. 

I see it is in vain, proceeded he, 
to escape the miseries that are al- 
lotted to human life. Fool Ihat I 
was, to subject myself to them more 
by ten thousand fold than any other 
can possibly experience ! But stop, 
I Nourjahad, how weak are thy com- 
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of thy existence, and f hat thou must 
of necessity behold the decay and 
dissolution of every thing; that is 
mortal ; talce comfort then, and do 
BOt embitter thy days by mdanclio- 
ly reflections, but resolve for the di- 
re to let no events (11811114) thy 
:ace; seize e\'ery fleetinsjjoy as it 
sses, and let vatiety be thy hea- 
■n, for thou secst there is notliing 
irraanant. 

As Nourjabad was never used, 
it on occasions of distress, to make 
ise of his reason or philosophy, he 
lo sooner found an alleviation of the 
11, than he put them both to flight, 
impertinent intniders. lie diil 
it therufore long disturb himself 
'ith disiufreable reflections, but re- 
'fclved as soon as possible to return 
to those pleasui^es which he thoufcht 
constituted the felicity of man's life. 
He gave himself but little con- 
eem about those treasures of which 
his son had robbed him, knowing 
be had an inexhaustible fund of 
of which, acrreably to the 
raus's promise, he could not be 
jrived. 

From Cadiga he learnt that his 

186 at Ormuz was in the same 

mditionhehadleftit; Hascmhav- 

taken care to place a diligent 

id fitithful servant tliere, on whom 

naij^ht rely with equal security 

on himself; and he had tlie fiir- 

T precaution, added Cadiga, not 

ip before his death, to .solicit. 

igh Zamajad's means, the suj- 

's ^«^^ni3sion for your return tlii- 

_. r. This, said he. mny Ijg neees- 

itry in case our loi-d awakes beibro 

Sehemzeddin's decease, and should 

feftve a desire to (iiiit this place, he 

I aiay do it vritbout the U'ouble of a 

,,i6tss/i applieatian, < 

"* 'nd has tlw s»/Wn granted this? \ 



He has, ansvrered Ca<^!), 
matter of great induJ-^ence: fori 
ing, as he said, heard that your' 
fusion was unbounded, fit 
there were no hopes of reclai 
you, he had <ietei'mined to coi 
you for the remainder of your K 
with this liberty however, thtit y 
might make choice either of tlusi 
lace or your house at Onnuz 
your prison. 

Fool, cried Nourjabad, he ' 
imagines how impotent are 
threats, when he speaks of 
ing me for life ! I would hi 
Ac were dead, that I mi^bt be 
of this irksome restraint ; bi 
cannot last much longer, for 
days of Schemzeddin must 
draw towards a period. I will 
meanwhile, bestow any ft 
thought on him, but avail myself 
tliat liberty which he has atlov 
me, and return to Ormuz ; for I 
weajy of this solitude, seeing I 
lost every tiling that could 
my retirement agreable. 

Do thou, said lie, see that 
thing is pre))ared for my 
I would have my seraglio _ _____ 

more, othenvise my house, wIuq I 
enter it, will appear a desert to ng^ 
and I shall be at a loss how to i^ 
vert the tedious hours which nut 
yet remain of my confinemenL  I 
will depend on thy experience Aid 
skill in beauty, to make choioB'nf 
such vii^ins. as you tliink *vili weB 
supply the piace of those 1 haTe 
 ft. 

I have a friend, said Cadiga, M 
merchant, who deals in female slaves; 
and he always has such a immoeT, 
that it will be easy to select from 
amongst them some whose chmnt 
cantiot. fail t» please you. I will Of 
dev ViVnv to rejm \fi-scMsViw®, 
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ing with him 8 collection of the 
t beauties he has in hii 
; you may Uien choose for 

Rireelf. 

Be it so, said Nourjahad, I leave 
B conduct of every thin^ to thee; 
I approve of the damsels, 1 shall 
t scruple at any price for their 
irchase. 

'The day being come for his re- 
n to Onnuz, fiJU of pleasing eager- 
is to behold the divine creatures 
)ieh he was told waited his arri- 
1, he set out with a splenid eqtiip- 
s, but had the mortification to 
hold his chariot surrounded by a 
" ■/ of the sultan's guards, with 
Bwn sabres in their hands, to re- 
I the curiosity of tho^e who 
(pht approach the chariot, to gaze 
^the person who was conducted in 
unusual a manner. 
I could well excuse this part of 
f retinue, said Nourjahad, as he 

»ed along, but there is no resist- 
j the commands of this whimsi- 
lold fellow Schemzeddin. Being 

; conducted to his house, the 
ards as before posted themselves 
und it. 

However chagrined Nourjahad 
s at this circumstance, he was re- 
ived it should not interrupt his 
easures. 

He found the young slaves whom 
idigahad prepared, all waiting his 
They were richly clothed, 
i standing together in a row, in 
longgallery through which4ie was 
pass. On his entering, the mer- 
uit to whom they belonged, or- 
red the women to unveil. 
Nourjahad examined them oneaf- 
rthe other, but none of them pleas- 
him. One had features too lai^, 
i another's were too small; the 
mplcxion of Ihii was not brilJianlj 



and the au- of that wanted softness; 
this damsel was too fall, and the next 
was ill proportioned. 

Dost thou call these beauties ? said 
Nourjahad, angrily. By my life^ 
they are a pack of as awkward dam- 
sels as ever I beheld. 

Surely, my lord, cried the 
chant, you do not speak as you think. 
These young maids are allowed by 
all good judges, to be the most per- 
fect beauUes that ever were seen in 
Persia : the sultan himself has none 
equal to them in his seraglio. 

I tell thee, man, said Nourjahad, 
they are not worthy even to wtut on 
tliose of whom I myself was former- 
lymaster, Iknownotthat, mylord, 
answered the merchant, hut this I 
am sure of, that I can have any sum 
which I shall demand for their pur- 
chase. Then thou must carry them 
to some other market, cried Nour- 
jahad, for to me they appear fit for 
nothing but slaves. 

Cadiga, who was present, now 
taking Nourjaliad aside, said, These^ 
my lord, these damsela are less 
charming than those of which you 
were formerly possessed, but the 
taste for beauty is quite altered since 
that time: yod may assure yo'jraelf 
that none will be offered to your ac- 
ceptance that will exceed these. 
Were I and my companions, whom 
you once so much admired, to be 
restored to our youth e^q, we 
should not now he looked upon ; such 
is the fantastic turn of the age. 

If this be so, said Nourjahad, I 
shall be veiy unfashionable in my 
amours ; for the present, however, I 
shall content myself with some of 
the most tolerable of these maidens, 
till-I have time and opportunity of 
supplying myself with better. 
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tJozen of thoae young slaves, whom 
he thou^t the most agreeable, and 
having paid the merch^mt what he 
demoded for ihem, dismissed the 
rest. 

Nourjaliad having dow once more 
i^stablished his household, and per- 
ceiving that these damsels upon a 
longer acquainUuice were really ami- 
able, expected to fiod himself i-e- 
stoiW to his former contentment 
and alacrity of spirits. But in this 
lie was deceived. He was seized 
with a lassitude that rendered his 
days tiresome. The vacancy he 
found in his heart was insupport;)- 
ble. Surrounded by new faces, he 
saw nobody for whom he could en- 
tertain either love or friendship. 
This is a comfortless life, would he 
exclaim to himself; yet how often, 
during the date of my existence, 
"ist this situation, melancholy 
""" lOur to me. A friend shall 
be endeared to me hy long 
ice of kindness and fidelity, 
it which it is impossible I 
^cHild regard him ; tlinn death will 
cU^ve me of him, as it has already 
done of tiasem and Zamgrad ; and 
how many bright eyes am I doom- 
ed to see for ever closed, or, what 
is as mortifying to behold, their 
fiided lustre. There is but one 
way, said he, to guard against those 
evils: I will no more contract friend- 
ships amongst men, nor ever again 
suffer my mind to be subdued by fe- 
male cluii'ms. I will confound all 
distinction by variety, nor permit 
one woman to engross my heart; 
for I find by sad experience, e^■en 
alter such an amazing length of time, 
that the bare idea of my dear Man- 
dana inspires me with more tendci- 
tiess, thnn ever I expejienced fi-om 



1 Noiirjahad endeavoured tobni 
^ose melancholy thoughts, by olh 
more agreable; but he had na 
TOitrces within himself. My 1 
said he, appeal's like a dream 
pleasm'c, that has passed away m 
out leaving any substantial efei 
and i am even already weary d 
though in fact, notwilhstantUag | 
advanced age, 1 have enjoyed j|] 
a shoil time, dating from that {■ 
od whence my immortality ol 
me need. 

He tiied to read, to divert 
iJistempered thoughts; but f 
books he could receive no eotati 
ment. If he turned over the p 
of phUosophers, moralists, OTi 
pounders of the mysteries of hi 
ligion, What have 1 to do witii 
tedious lessons, or dry precq 
said he. Thou writest to men \ 
thyself, subject to mortality ; . 
teaeliest them how to live, thati 
may learn how to die ; but whi 
this to me? As I am not aubje 
the latter, thy advice can be of 
use to me in r^prd to the fbrai 
He had next recourse to thq 
ets ; liut their works gave Jul 
little pleasure as the othraa. 
sorbcd as he had been in the g 
er pleasures of sense, he had 
those fine feelings, which cons) 
that delicate and pleasing perc^ 
we have, of such images as a*" 
dressed to the heart He kn< 
fallacy and even essence 
sual ciy'oyments; and 
waim descriptions of lov«, ajad 
most path^c pictures Oif griel 
was equally insmable. t 

Poor wretches! said he, oii> 
ing a fine elegy written by a . 
on the deall) of his mistress, doi 
thou wcvt ta a short spaa a 
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« magoifiest every thing wilhin 
' confuted sphere. One sin^lt! 
Ject having engrossed thy wliolfi 
irt, and inspired thee with trans- 
its, thou dost immortalize her 
irms. Her death (despairing Ui 
mly her place) filled thy eyes 
itli fears, and tanght thee to record 
I T own soiTows with her praises. 
KUtake not of thy pteaaui-es or thy 
ins; none but such as are Hahle 
■the same fate can be affected by 
jr senlimenls. 
■When he read of the deatliofhe- 
S and kings, and the destruction 
' cities, or the revolution of ern- 
es, How circumscribed, said he, 
the knowledge of a paltry !iintori- 
! who' is at the pains of collect- 
j the scanty materials which a hfe 
fiirty or fifty years perhaps af- 
vls him, and then he makes a 
ghty parade of learning, with the 
or pittance for which he has been 
udging all his days. How infi- 
ely superior will my fund of in- 
mation be, who shall myself be 
eye-witness to events iis extraor- 
aary as these, and numbered a 
ind times ovw; for doubtless 
t same things which have happen- 
, will happen again. What curi- 
ty can you incite in me, who 
idl infallibly see the same chain 
causes and effects take place over 
i over again, in the vast round of 

The accounts of travellers, dcs- 
iptions of the manners and cus- 
s of various countries, and books 

geography, afforded him a little 
»re entertainment All these p!a- 
M, said he, I shall visit in my own 
FOpw person, and shall then be 

'e to judge whetlierthese accounts 



lilst he endeavoured to tiU up 



eiusi 
Whi 



the vacuity he found in his mind^ 
his time was spent at best but is * 
sort of insipid tranquility. The vo- 
luptuary has no taste for mental 
pleasures. 

He every now and then returned 
to his former excesses, but he had 
not the same relish for them as be- 
fore. Satiety succeeded every en- 
joyment. In vain did his slaves 
torture their invention to procura 
new delights for him. The powers 
of luxury were exhausted, and his 
appetites palled with abundance. 

He grew peevish, morose, tyran- 
nical; cruelty took possession of his 
breast ; he abused his women and 
beat his slaves, and seemed to en- 
joy no satisfaction but that of tor- 
menting others. 

In vain did the pnident Cadiga, 
who had still some little influence 
over him, expostulate with him on 
the enormity of his behaviour. 

How dai-est thou said he, presume 
to dictate to thy master, or to cen- 
sure his conduct ! To whom am I 
accountable for my actions ? To God 
and our prophet, answered Cadiga, 
with a boldness that provoked Nour- 
jiUiad's ivratii. Thou best, said he ; 
as I am exempt from death, I never 
can be brou^t to judgment ; what 
then have I to fear from the resent- 
ment, or hope from the favour of 
the powers whom thou oamest ? 

But hast thou no regard, said Ca- 
diga, for the laws of society, nor pi- 
ty for the sufferings of thy fellow- 
creatures, whom thou makest to 
groan every day under thy cruelty? 

Foolish woman, said NourjaheJ, 
dost thou talk to me of laws, who 
think myself bound by none? Civil 
and religious laws are so interwoven, 
that you cannot pluck out a sinsje 
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texture; and if t cut the warp, ihiiik- 
sst tliou that I will spare the weft, 
when I can do it with impunity ? 
The privelege of immortality which 
Ivnjoy, would be bestowed on me 
■MMtUe purpose, if 1 were to sufier 
^^^Bvaak prejudices of religion, in 
^^^^Bfe I ani no way concerned, to 
mfHEme in any of my pursuits. 
A^ what can the feeble laws of man 
do? My life Ihey eannol reach. Yet 
tiiou art a prisoner notwithstanding, 
answered Cadiga. True, replieil 
Nouijahad, but even in my confine- 
m^ts I have surfeited witli delights. 
Schemzeddin's deatli must soon give 
me that liberty, which considerino; 
the race of uncontrolled freedom 1 
have before me, I do not now tliink 
worth attempting. I shall then ex- 
patiate Ireely all over the glolie; 
meaawhile I tell thee, woman, 1 am 
weary of the dull round of reitera- 
ted enjoyments which are provided 
. for me ; my sensual appetites are 
I cloyed, I have no tiste for intellec- 
tual pleasures, and I must have re- 
course to those which gratify the 
malevolent passions. 

TTlou art not fit to Uve ! cried Ca- 

with a warmth of which she 

ise to repent; for Nourjahad, 

I at her reply, plucked a poig- 

from his girdJe—Co tell thy 

prophet so, said he, and plunged it 

Iinto the side of the unforttmate slave, 
who fell at his feet wclteiing In 
Uood. 

The hrutal Nourjahad, so far from 
being moved with this spectacle, 
turned from her with inditlercnce, 
and quilting tlie chamber, entered 
tiie apartments of his women, to 
whom, widi barbarous mirth, he re- 
lated what he had done. 
Thoiuch be had now lost all re- 
■itsbjpr de/ic!ite pleasueos, or even 



for the more gross enjoyment 
:, he nevertheless indulged] 
n them to excess; and ki 
ing he was not accountable ttt 
one for the death of his ahvc 
thought no more of Cadiga; i» 
ter a day spent in extravagant 
bauchery, sunk to repose. 

But his eyes were opened 
different scene fi'om that on y 
closed tiiem. He no at 
awoke than he perceived a ma 
ting at his bed's foot, who so 
to he plunged in sorrow ; he I 
pensively on hwarm, holdinga 
kerchief before his eyes. 

What mockery is this, said 
jahad ; didst thou suppose me 
and art thou come to monm 
me? 

Not so, my lord, rephed the jj 
I knew that you stilt lived ; bll 
sultan is dead, the good Sched 
din is no more ! I am glad of I 
plied Nourjahad, I shall now a 
my bberty. Who then is to j 
in Ormuz? Doubtless, my lorq 
swcred the man, the prince 8 
merzad, the eldest son of Sohed 
din. Thou ravest, cried Noun 
Schemzeddin has no son. ft] 
me, my lord, said the man, thfl 
tana Nourmahal was dellverq 
tliis prince the very hour on J 
the unfortunate Cadiga died byj 
hand. Thou art insolent, rq 
Nourjahad, to mention that ciij 
{stance ; but if so, we have iif 
got a very young successor tfl 
throne. j\ly lord, answeredj 
man, Schemerzad is allowed I 
one of the most accomphshedj 
wise yoimg princes in all T 
That is marvellous, cri^ ." 
had, bursUng into a fit of lau 
a sultan of four-and-tivonty ] 
old mus\. iwcds \ie "» " 
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|id accomplished. Nay, my lord, 
iplied the man, the prince is thisj 
iiy exactly twenty years of age. j 
I (Noiirjahad on hearing this, look-\ 
(t in the face of the man, whom, 
" ' i dress, supposing he had 
iBen one of his slaves, he had nut 
Bgarded before, but now perceived 
i was a stranger. Twenty years 
1 ! cried he, starting up, thou dost 
t tell me so ! Most cei-tain, said 
e man. Schemzeddin was so far 
Ivanced in years before the birth 
!tbe prince, that he despaired of 
^fer having a child ; yet had the 
ghteoos monarch the satisfaction to 
B his beloved son arrive at man- 
kmI, and adorned with such vir- 
es as made him worthy to fill his 
ther's throne. When did tlic old 
ti die ? cried Kourjahad. His 
meral obsequies were performed 
it night, answered the man, and 
B people of Ormuz have not yet 
iped tiie teai-s fi-om their eyes. It 
lould seem then, said Nourjahad, 
lat I have slept about twenty years ^ 
' so, prythee, who art thou ? for I 
D not remember ever to have seen 
ly face before. 

My name, answered the stran-i 
's Cozro, and I am tlie brother* 
rCadiga, that faitliful creature whom 
(y ungoverned fury deprived of 
"e. How darest tliou mention her 
flin ? cried Nourjahad, art thou 
Dt airaid to sliaj-e tlie same fate 
lyself for thy presumption. 
I do not value my life, answered 
tozro ; having acquitted myself well 
r my duty here, 1 am sure of my 
Bwaid in those blessed mansions, 
D avarice, luxury, cruelty, and 
dde, can never enter. Strike then, 
ouijahad, if thou darest : dismiss 
le to endless and uninterrupted 
y and live thyself a prey to re- 



r morse and disappointment, the slave 
of passions never to be gratified, and 
a sport to the vicissitudes of foi"- 

Nourjahad was confounded at tha 
undaunted airwith which Cozro pro- 
nounced these words; he trembled 
with indignation, but had not c 
age to strike the unarmed man whof 
thus insulted him ; wherefore dis- 
sembling his anger, 1 see, said he,- 
that thou parfakest of thy sister Ca* 
diga's spirit: but answer me, How- 
camest thou hither, and in what con- 
dition are tlie rest of my family ? I 
will tell thee, answered Cozroi-' 
When Cadiga found hei-self dyings 
she sent for me : 1 was then a paget 
to one of the emirs ofSchemzeddin' 
court. She made me kneel by her 
bedside and take a solemn oath, to 
perform with fidelity and secrecy. 
what she should enjoin me. She> 
then told me the secret of your life,- 
and conjured me to watch and at- 
tend you carefully. I have hither- 
to, said she, had the conduct of hit 
house; do you supply my place, and 
do not let Nourjahad, when ht, 
awakes from his trance, be sensihlo 
of the loss of the unfortimate Cadi- 
ga- 

She then called in your principal 
slaves, and delivering to me in their 
presence the keys with which yoit 
had entrusted her, she told them, 
they were henceforth to obey me, 
as tliey had done her. Tell my 
lord, said she to me, that I forgive 
him the deatli which hla cruelty in- 
flicted on a woman who loved him^ 
to the latest minute of her life. In 
pronouncing these words, she expi- 

I knew not till then, pursued Coz- 
ro, iJiat thou hadst been the mur- 
derer «i "Kv^ ^\=f-p-'; "i ^i'•*' ^^^ '**'**■ ■*! 
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sooner dead, than the slaves inform- 
ed me of the manner of her death. 
My resentment against thoe was 
proportioned to tlie horror of t]iy 
guilt ; and had I thrown myself at 
Sie feet of Schemzeddin, and im- 
plored justice on thy crimes, neither 
thy richea northy immortality would 
have availed thee, hut thou wouldst 
have been condemned by a perpetu- 
al decree, to have ians;uished out Ihy 
wretched existence m a vile dun- 
geon. 

And what hindered thee, cried 
Nourjahad, from pursuing thy re- 
venge, seeing I was not in a condi- 
tion to resist thee? My reverence 
for the oath I had taken, answered 
Cozro, and fear of offending the Al- 
mighty ! 

Kouijahad, at this reply, was 
struck with a secret awe which he 
could not repel ; he remained silent 
whilst Cozro proceeded. 

I obtained permission of the mas- 
ter whom I served, to leave him, and 
entered immediately onmy new em- 
ployment; but I found I had under- 
taken a diiBcult task. Thou hadst 
rendered thyself so odious to thy 
women, that not one of them retain- 
ed the smallest degree of love or fi- 
delity towards thee. In spite of my 
Ti^ance they made thy hated sera- 
glio the scene of theirunlawfol plea- 
sores : and at length having bribed 
&e eunuchs who guarded them, they 
in one night fled from thy de- 
' walls, takmg with them the 

Lves who had assisted tiiem in their 
puipose. Pemiciousspirit! exclaim- 
ed Nourjahad, are these the fruits I 
am to reap from thy fatal indulgence ? 
The rest of your servants, pui-sued 
Cozro, I endeavoured to keep wilh- 
, Ja the bttunds of their duty. And 
Aefv didst ibaasuaceedi eriedNour- 



jahad. But ill, replied Cozro ; 
all declared that nothing could 
induced them to stay so loi^ 
master of so capricious and tj 
cal a humour, hut the luxury 
idleness in which thou permit 
tiiem to live ; and finding I mani^ 
your affairs with economy, theyoi 
after the other left your house ; n( 
tlier promises nor threats havil 
power to prevent those who sta; 
longest in thy service, from fblli 
ing t!ie example of the first who 
serted thee ; so tliat I aloue ofallt 
nuraei-oos household have remi 
faithfid to thee : I, who of all ot 
had the most reason to abhor 
But I have now acquitted myself i 
the trust which was reposed in ni 
and I leave tliee as one condemned 
wander In an unknown land, 
he is to seek out for new associi 
and to endeavour by the power 
gold, to bribe that regard, from i«^ 
which his own worth cannot jwo* 
cure for him. 

Unfortunate wretch that I anf 
cried Nouijahad, pierced to &k 
qiiick with tvhat he had just bectt 
told, what benefit have I hitherto »»- 
ceived from my long life, but thatof] 
feeling by miserable experience, "' 
ingratitude and frailty of man's 
ture? How transitory have been sff 
my pleasures! the recollection of 
them dies on my memory, like tiie 
departing colours of the rainboWj 
which lades under tlie eye tA the b^ 
holder, and leaves not a trace W 
hind. Wliilat on the other hairfj 
eveiy affliction with which I hart' 
been visited, has imprinted a deep 
and lasbng wound on my heart, 
which not even the hand of time it- 
self has been able to heal. 
f What, have thy misfortunes 
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therftceofnaan?Oh!IhaTehadin-j| 
nerable griefe, said Nourj^adJ 
ler a short enjoyment (during my 
al slumbers) the grave robbed me 
Mandaoa, whilst she was yel in 
i bloom of youth and beauty. I 
Dented her deatli ; tears and he^ 
less of heart were my portion for 
my days. Yet remembering that 
iw would not recall the dead, I 
lyself to be comforted, and 
Ightfor consolation in the society 
my other women, and the fond 
* innocent care^g^ of -an iniant 
u whom ManSana left me. Joy 
r^^quility revisited my dwel- 
;, and new pleasures courted my 
ceptance; but they again eluded 
r grasp, and in one night (for so 
a|>peared to me) my son like an 
ntural viper, forgetting ail my 
lenjess, plundered and deserted 
The two faithful friends in 
im I most confided, had closed 
r eyes for ever; and the beauties 
my seraglio, whom I had last he- 
ld &esh and charming as the lilies 
the field, I now saw deformed 

Fth wrinkles and bending under 
i iofuroities of age. 
Yet these afflictions I surmount- 
ti ; and resolved once more to be 
luppy- And wert thou so ? inter- 
ippted Cozro. No, replied Nourja- 
01^, the treacherous joys decei^^ 
Qae ; yet I still Looked fonvard with 
hope, but now awake to fitssh dis- 
Ifipointment. I find myself aban- 
^ncd by those whose ^se profes- 
sions of iove had lulled me into se- 
^nrity; and I rouse myself like a 
jlivage beast in the desert, whose 
^tlis are shunned by all the child- 
S0&> of men. 

I Nour jahad could not conclude this 
^>eech without a groan, that seem- 
«1 to read hts hearjt. 
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As thou art, said Cozro, exempt 

rni punishment hereafter, dost 
thou think also to escape, the miser- 
ies of this life? Mistaken man! 
know, that the righteous Being. 
whose ordinances thou defiest, wil! 
even here take vengeance on thj" 
crimes. And if tliou wilt look back 
on thy past life, thou ivilt find (for 
1 have heard thy story) that every 
one of those several ills of which 
thou complainest, were sent as 
scoinges to remind thee of thy duty, 
and inflicted immediately after the 
commission of some notorious breach 
of it. 

The death of Mandaiia was pre- 
ceded by a brutal fit of drunkenness, 
by which, contrary to Uie laws of 
our prophet, tliou sufllirest thyself 
to be overtaken. Then it was thy 
good genius, to punish thee, plung- 
ed thee into that temporary death, 
from which ihou didst awake to 
grief and disappointment ; but thou 
madest no use of the admonition, 
but didst permit thyself to be Mf^a. 
swallowed up by intemperance : and 
not content to tread the ordinary 
paths of vice, thou turnest outof thie 
road, to the commission of a crime, 
to which thou couldst have no temp- 
tation, but the pride and hcentious- 
ness of thy heart. Thy profan^ion 
of our holy religion, in presuming 
to personate our great pr<^het, and 
make thy concubines represent the 
virgins of paradise, was immediate- 
ly chastised as it deserved, by a se- 
cond time depriving thee of those 
fiiculties, which thou didst prostitute 
to such vile purposes. 

The ills with which thou found- 
est thyself surrounded on awaking 
from thj' trance, served to no other 
purpose than to stix ■j.'^j ^-^ ■(^s«,'c*- 



ed thy life. Aodinsteadof reform- 
ing thy wickedness, thou soughtest 
out new ways of rendering thyself 
still more obnoxious to the wrath of 
Heaven. In the wantonness of thy 
cruelty, thou stainest thy hand in 
blood ; and that same night were thy 
eyelids sealed up by the avenging 
hand of thy watchful genius, and 
Ihy depraved senses consigned for( 
twenty years to oblivion I See then, 
continued Cozro, if a life which is 
ttn he a continued round of crimes 
land punishments in altemate succes- 
nion, is a gift worthy to be desired 
by a wise man ? for assure thyself, 
oh Nourjahad 1 that by the immuta- 
ble laws of Heaven one is to be a 
constant concomitant of the other, 
and that either in tliis world or the 
next, vice will meet its just reward. 

Alas! replied Nourjahad, thou 
bast awakened in me a remorse of 
which I was never sensible IJefore ; 
1 look back with sliame on the de- 
tested use 1 have made of those ex- 
traordinary gifts vouchsafed me by 
my guardian spirit. 

What shall I do, oh Cozro, to es- 
Goatc Uie ofiences I have committed ? 
For though I have no dread of pun- 
ishment hereafter, yet does tlial 
ethereal spark wifliin, inspire me 
with such horror for my former 
crimes, that all the vain delights 
which tliis world can afford me, will 
not restore my mind to peace, till 
by a series of good actions I have 
atoned for my past offences. 

If thou art sincere in thy resolu- 
tions, replied Cozro. the means, thou 
knowest, are amply in thy power. 
"Illy riches will enable thee to dif- 
fuse blessings amongst mankind, andf 
thou wilt find more true luxury in 
that, than in at! the gratifications 
'"herewith thou hast inriulgcd thy 



It shall be so, replied Nouijahul; 
my treasures shall be open to thae, 
thou venerable old man, and do thou 
make it thy business tofind outprth 
per objecls, whereon charity and 
benevolence may exert their utmost 

;owers. 
Enquire out every family in Or 
muz whom calamity hath overta- 
ken ; and provided they 
bring on their distresses by th( 
own wilful misconduct, 
to prosperity. Seek out the hdj 
less and the innocent; and by i 
timely supply of their wants, 
them against the attacks of |}overty, 
or temptations of vice, Search for 
such as you think have talents which 
will render them useful to society ; 
but who, for want of the goods of 
fortune, arc condemned to obsotlri- 
ty; i-elieve their necessities, and en^ 
able them to answer the purposes 
for which Nature designed them. 
Find out merit wherever it lies con- 
cealed, whether withheld from the 
light by diffidence, chained doi 
aiid clogged by adversity, obseui 
by malice, or overborne by po' 
lift it up from the dust, and 
siiine conspicuous to the world. 

Glorious task ! cried Cozro ; hft(>- 
py am I in being the chosen instni- 
ment of Nourjahad's bounty, mi 
still more happy shall he he in se»- 
ing the accomplishment of his good 
designs. 

f We must not stop here, soA 
Nourjahad ; I will have hospital* 
'built for the reception of the af 
and the sick ; and my tables si 
be spread for the refreshment of i 
weary traveller. No virtuous 
tion shall pass by me unrewardt 

bi-each of the laws of tem- 
perance, justice, or mercy, shall 
cape «nre5To\ei. M.'j awn exwn^ 



dowi^ 

>w«^| 
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tile, so far as it can influence, shall 
iDceforth countenance the one, and 
iscourage the other. 
Blessed be the piirpose of thy 
part, said Cozro, and prosperous be 
e (lays of thy life. 
Nourjahad now found the anxiety 
ider which he had but a little he- 
re laboured, exceedingly relieved. 
!y mind, said he, is much mm-eat 
«e than it was ; let us not delay to 
it our design in esecution. I will 
Rd you to the place where my 
concealed, which I never 
tt discovered to any one. Saying 
is, he took Cozro by the hand, and 
nducted him to the cave. 
,Thou seest here, said he, riches 
bich can never he exhausted ; thou 
»yest perceive that I have not yet 
ok a third part of one of these 
D8 which contain my wealth ; yet 
ye I with monstrous profusion 
Fished away immense sums. Five 
ire such urns as these are yet un- 
iched. Those six which thou 
at on thy right hand, contain 
;dges of tlie finest gold, which 
lust be equal in value to the others. 
hesc six, which are ranged on the 
't, are filled with precious stones, 
hose worth must be inestimable : 
le wealth of Ormuz would not pur- 
use a single handful. Judge then, 
jy fi-iend, if I need be sparing in 
By liberality. 
Cozro expressed his astonishment 
the sight of these wonders. If 
^ou wouldst be advised by me, 
[ud he, thou wouldst secretly re- 
from Ormuz, and carry thy 
res with thee. Thou mayest 
BDOsit part of them in each of the 
pbrent countries through which 
lou passest in thy progi-ess all over 
earth. By this means thou 
Lvest have it in tliy [tower to dia- 
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tribute with more ease thy bounty 
wherever thou goest; and be always 
provided with riches in what part 
soever of the world thou sbalt choose 
foi- a time to take up thy residence. 
Thy long abode in this city will 
draw observations on thee sooner or 
lalfir ; and thy person not having 
under^ne any chane;e from length 
of time, will bring on thee the su»- 
picion of m^ic; for tradition will 
not fail to inform posterity of thy 
strange history. 

You counsel well, replied Nour- 
jahad ; as I am now at Ulierty, I will 
retire from Ormuz. You, my dear 
Cozro, shall accompany me; your 
prudent counsel shall he my guide; 
and when I shall he deprived of you 
by death, I will still endeavour to 
follow your wise precepts. 
/ Ctime, continued he, I am in basts 
to enter on my new course of life; 
let us both go into the city and try 
to find out proper objects on whicJi 
to exert our chaj'ity. I shall pasa 
without observation, and unknown, 
as few of my cotemporaries can now 
be living, and I will not leave the 
country which gave me birth, with- 
out first making it feel the efiectsof 
that beneficence which tliou hast 
awakened in my heart 

Deserving of praise as thou art, 
said Cozro, thou for the present 
must suppress thy ai-dour to do good ; 
for though by the death of Sdiem- 
zeddin thou art no longer a prisoib- 
er, tliou art not nevertheless yet at 
liberty to leave thy house. Why 
not? answered Nourjahad ; who is 
there now to prevent me? 

The young sultan, replied Cozro, 
deeply afflicted for the death of his 
father, and out of a pious regard to 
his memory, has given strict com- 
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observe a soremii mourning for him, 

during Ihe space of twenty days; in 
which time all the shops, and places 
of public resort (except the mosques) 
are to be shut up, and no business 
(ff any kind ti-ansacted ; nor any per- 
sona to be seen in the streets, ex- 
cepting those who visit the sick, and 
the slaves who must necessarily be 
employed to cany provisions, on 
pun of the siltan's heavy displea- 
stu^e. 

This edict was published yester- 
day, and die people of Ormuz all 
Iwe the memory of Schemzeddin, 

' the person of their present sul- 
too VFell, not to pay an exact 

•dience to it. 

If 90, said Nourjahad, I will not 

 my exiimple encourage others to 
ifringe their duty ; yet, as the re- 

'ing of the poor is in itself meri- 

iou9, I would not wish to be 
Ithheld from doing it so long as 

Mity days : how many virtuous 

iple may be during that time pin- 
ig for want! more especially as 
this prohibition must cut off all 
tercourse betive*n man and ir 
and deprive many poor wretches of 
the charitable succour they mighl 
otherwise receive. I think there- 
fore that ihoii, Cozro, in thy slave's 
habit, mayst go forth unsuspected ; 
and by privately seeking; ont, and 
blleviating tfie miseries ofour fellow- 
otizens, do am act of more real ben- 
efit, then CMi result from the strict- 
est conformity to tliis pageant of 
sflrrow, which many in tlieir hearts 
I am sure must condemn. 

Cozro approving of these senti- 
ments, readily agit-pd to the etpe- 
flient; ami taking a large purse of 
pM with him to distrib'ule a» ucca- 
jKfon might serve, imnicdiatily set 
out in order to MecutP his lord's 



Nourjahad now entered on a to- j*' 
tal reformation in his wayof livinE ^ 
Ue rose at day-break, and speiSt Ae 
morning in study or m^ifatioR. 
Luxury and intemperance were ha* 
* ihed fi-om his board ; his table w»J 3 
spread with the plainest dishes, and 
he wholly abstained from excess in 
wine. His slumbers were swee^ 
and he found his health more vigta* 

s. 

I will no more, said he, en^Tt 
myself to the power of beauty. 1 
have lived to see the decay of a 
whole seraglio of tlie fairest, faces in 
Persia, and have sighed for the in- 
graditude of the next generalion thtt 
succeeded them. I will not then 
seek out for those destroyers of tny 
quiet, for whose death or infidelity 
I must for ever complain Mayans 
was the only woman who ever real- 
ly deserved my love ; could I recal 
her from the grave, and endure her 
with the same privilege of whidi I 
am myself possessed, I would con- 
fine myself to her arms alone ; but 
since that is impossible, I will de- 
vote myself to the charms of virtee, 
which of all things she most resem- 
bled. 

-■ Whilst Nourjahad was thus re- 
'solving to correct the errors of his 
past life, his virtue was not merely . 
"in speculation. He never laid hifii 
down to rest, without the satisfa 
tion of having made some one t 
better for him. Cozro, who con 
staiitly spent the day in enqilin 
out and relieving the distressed, f 
ed not to return every night to giwi 
an account of his charitable missiof' 
and to infuse into his master's b 
Ihe (till now unfelt) py whicl 
springs from righteous deeds. 

The heart ofNonrjahad was e 
pand<M\, aM ^ow»;4 viWci com^A 
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^n for those suSerings which Coz- 
feelingly described as the lot of 
many of his fellow-creaUires As 
arity and beDevolence rose in his 
^t, he tbund his pride subside. 
: was conscious of his own un- 
rorthin£ss. He kneeled, he pray- 
., be humbled himself beibi'e the 
Jmigbty, and returned thanks to 
od for enabling him to succour the 
ilbrtunate. 

In this happy frame of mind he 
intinued for eighteeu days : thera 
luited but two more lo the expira- 
,>a of tile mourning for tlie sultan, 
tfaen Nourjahad was to be at fiill 
berty to pursue in his own jkm'soq 
dictates of his reformed, and 
(iw truly generous and benevolent 
ait. 

H« was sitting alone in his apart- 
ent, waiting the arrival of Cozro, 
the pleasingeKpeetatiooofreiitiv- 
Ig some iresh opportunity of doing 
Dtod. ' The hour of his os'.ial return 
already past, and Nourjaliad be- 
to fear some accident had hap- 
ened to him; but he little knew 
it a black cloud hung oper him. 
bich was/eady to poui' down all 
, malignity on his own head. 
As he mused on what might be 
e occasion of Cozro's long stay, he 
ard a loud knocking at his door, 
was immediately opened by one 
his slaves; and a man, who by 
I habit he kneiv to be one of the 
jdi's officers, rudely entered his 
lumber. 

How comes it, said the stranger, 
it thou hast had the temeiity, in 
Cttempt of our soveceign lord's 
punands, to employ thy emissary 



mitted to stir abroad hut for the ab< 

solute necessities of life, or in caaea 
of emminent danger? 

Far be it from me, replied Nour- 
jahad, to disobey our mighty sulr 
tan's orders ; but I understood that 
slaves had permission to go unques^ 
tioned on their master's business. 
And what business, answered the 
man, caji thy slave have from mom-' 
ing to night in so many different 
quarters of tiie city ? 

Nourjahad, who did not care to 
be himself the trumpetei' of his own 
good deeds, hesitated to give an aa- 
siver. 

Ha, ha ! cried the stranger, I see 
plainly there is something danger- 
ous in thy mystery, and that the 
imoney which thy slave has been 
;distributjng amongst such a variety 
ipf people, is for a pnrpose very dif- 
jferent from that which he pretends. 
'^A likely matter it is indeed, that I 
private man should bestow in chari- 
ty such sums as Cozro acknowledg- 
es he has within these few days dis- 
tributed ! 

Yet nothing is more certain, re- 
plied Nourjahad, than that Cozro 
has spoken the truth. We shall see 
tliat, replied the officer, in a tone of 
insolence ; Cozro is already in pri- 
son, and my orders are to conduct 
 ee to him 

Nourjahad, exceedingly troubled 
at hearing this, replied, He was 

dy to go with him ; and the of- 
ficer led him out of his house. 

It was now late" at night ; they 

passed along the streets without 

meeting any one, and soon reached 

the place wherein Cozro was Jon- 

igt the city at a time when thou lined. It was the prison where such 



west that so strict an injunction 



been laid on all people to keep scd of tre.ison against tlie state. 



Uhis Uietf hoiyps, nony bejogper- 



persons were shut up as were accu- 
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I dun^ieon. Alas ! cried 
^e, as soon as liis master entered, 
-^why do I see thee here? Sayiaiher, 
^■ny dear Cozro, replied Nourjahad, 
■^hat strange fatality has brought thee 
■K3 this dismal place ? 
^^ I can ^vo no other account, an- 
BNgered Cozro, hut that in returnnig 
Psomc this night, I was seized on in 
tTie street by some of those soldiers, 
-^^fho were employed to patrole about 
-the city, to see that the sultan's orders 
ictually observed ; and being 
uestioned concerning my business I 
dd them that I had been relieving 
le wants of indigent people, and sav- 
g even from perisliing some poor 
Tetchcs who had not wherewithal 
I buy food. 

That is an idle errand, replied one 
Pthem, and might have been defer- 
id till the term of mourning was ex- 
ired ; however, if you will give me 
piece of gold, ! will let you pass 
irthistime, otlierwise both you and 
our employer may happen to re- 
Bnt of having transgressed the sul- 
n's commands. I made no seni- 
le, pursued Cozro. to take out my 
' 1 which there were ten se- 
s left. I gave one of them to 
icaoldier; but the rapacious wretch- 
I seeing I had more money, were 
Dl content with tlits but insisted on 
ly giving the whole amongst them. 
■refused; some angry words en- 
lied ; one of the miscreants struck 
•we, and I returned the blow. En- 
raged at this, they hurried me before 
the cadi, to whom they accused me 
of having disobej'ed the edict and, 
ns^ulted the sultan's officers in the 
tischorge of their duty. I was not 
leard in my defence, having four wit- 
nesses against me but was immedi- 
ate]^- tira^geA to this horrid prison ; 
'^dtho saltan Airrself, they say is 
— EUianff- ofwy oiToi 



Oh Heaven I cried Nourjahad, t 
ivhat mischiefs does not the love o! 
gold expose us ! See, my inend, iab 
\vhat misfortimes thou art plungec 
by the sonlid avarice of those TiV 
soldiers. But why didst thou he- 
sitate to give up that paltry t 
which thou hadst in thy purse, U 
obtain thy liberty ? I do not repen 
what I have done, answered Cozit^ 
and shall contentedly suffer the prf 
alty I have incurred, since it was ii 
sogood a cause. 
/If the sullan is just, replied NoUP 
^jahad, the punishment ought only b 
fall on me, who alone am guiHy, 
"since what thou didst was by i 
command. 

Here t)ie officer who had conduct 
ed Nourjahad to prison, and wb 
was present at this discourse, i 
posed, and addressing himself t 
Nourjahad, Thou hast not as yt 
been accused to the sultan, said hi 
and it is not to late to extricate eve 
thy slave from this troublesome a 
fair; it is but making a handsc 
present to the cadi, and I will v 
dertake this matter will go no fi 
ther. I am ivilljng to do so, re]^ 
od Nourjahad, eagerly ; i 
demand, and you shall have it. 
vided 1 am allowed to go homeiK 
my own house, I will fetch the tnd 
ney; and if you are afraid of myo 
caping, you youi-self may hear in 
company, 

I will not consent to it, rcplie 
Cozi-o ; neither liberty nor life ai 
worth purchasing on base conditioiw 
I will submit my cause to Schwn 
erzad's justice, the cause of uprighl 
ness and truth ; my own innoocnc 
shall be my support, and I willd 
the worst that fraud and nalice C 
suggest against me. 
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jiccopt the proffered terms; he 
nained indexible lo all the axf^- 
uts he could USB to persuade lum ; 
lerefore, finding him determined, 
was obliged to desist ; and Coz- 
after passing the remainder of 
: ni§;ht in quiet and profound 
ep, though without any other bed 
111 the bare earth, was at dawn of 
^ called iortli to appear before the 
tan. 

The reflections Nouijahad made 
1 the resolute behaviour of Cozro, 
(Ted not a little to fortify his 
ind. How noble must this man's 
ul be, said he, which sets him thus 
ove die reach of adversity ? and 
ith what contempt he looks down 
I the glorious prospects he has he- 
re liim, when put in the balance 
ith his integrity. Surely it is not 
this life he places his happiness, 
ace he is ready to forego (he plea- 
night enjoy with me, in 
Bt participaiion of wealth and li- 
rty which I have promised him. 
3W superior is my servant to me, 
ho, but for his example, should 
V sink under my feara ; but he 
. resources which I have not 
las ! why did I barter my hopes 
'paradise for the vain, the transi- 
ry. the fallacious joys which this 
le world bestows ! Already I have 
led them ; what do they inspire 
it satiety and disgust, I never 
gjerienced true contentment, but 
tring tlie time, short as it is, since 
tabjured those Ibthes in which 1 
ice delighted : and I am now per- 
aded, that after having past a few, 
very few years more, in the en- 
yment of such gratifications as 1 
Ve not yet liad an opportunity of 
iting. that I shall grow even wea- 
' of the light, and wish to be dis- 
3 lo that phve, where we arc 
approadi. 



Nourjahad was buried in tliese re- 
flections, when he was roused by 
the return oi'Cozro. Theglimmer- 
ing light which a lamp alforded, . 
struck full on the face of his friend 
[for he no longer considered him as 
a servant,) and he rejoiced to see 
Cozro'a cheerful countenance, by 
which he judged that he had no- 
thing to fear. 

I am come, said Cozro, approach- 
ing Nourjahad, and kissing his hand, 
to bid thee acUeu, for from this day, 
we are to be for ever divided ! It is 
that thought only which makes our 
separation grievous : had I hopes of 
ever beholding thy face in the man- 
sions of Ught, I should go to death 
with the same alacrity with which I 
close my eyes in slumber. 

Good Heaven ! cried NourJaha(k , 
dost thou talk of death ? Can it bej 
is it possible that thy life is in dan-) 
ger. 

What is the life, about which thou 
art anxious? replied Cozro; our 
being here is but a shadow ; that 
only is real existence which the 
blessed enjoy after their short travel 
here. And know, oh Nourjahad ! 
I would not yield up my expecta- 
tions of the humblest place in Para- 
dise for the sovereign rule of the 
whole earth, though my days were 
to be extended to the date of thy 
life, and every wish of my soul 
gratified to the utmost Think then, 
with how little reluctance 1 shall 
leave a world, wherein I am sure of 
meeting nothing but oppression,. 
treachery, and disappomtment; 
where inercy is construed into trea- 
son, and charily is called sedition ! . 

And art thou then doomed to die? 
said Nourjahad, pale and trembling 
nt tlie thought, though convinced it 
was a'5repA\(L'>j»'!»^ 
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I AID, aaswered Cozro ; niy of- 
fimcA was found capiuL DisobtulU 
CDce to the sultan's edict alone, in- 
curred a heavy puniahmcnt ; but my 
crime waa, by tlie malice of my ac- 
emers, so highly aggravated, that 
the penally bccitme death. They 
itJMrgid me wilh having dis^buted 
[money for evil ))urpcises, amongst 
pc9W>ns disaffected to Uie state, aud 
wiU) having beat itnd abuaed those 
officers who first detected me. Id 
vun did I offer all the pleas that 
truth could su^cat ; my enemies, 
exasperated at losing Uie sum which 
they ho[)ed to have extorted from 
you, swore to the facts of wliich I 
was accused, and tJie rigid sultaji 
condemned me to death. What thy 
fate is to be, I know not ; but since 
it is thy misfortune to be doomed to 
perpetual life, better purchase thy 
freedom on any terms, than be con- 
demned to languish for years in a 
prison, for such probably will be thy 
lot. 

Oh that I could die with thee ! 
■aid Nourjshad, miserable that I am, 
thus to he depiived of thy counsel 
uid friendship, at a time when 1 so 
much stood in need of tliem ; but 
wherefore, my friend, why should 
we submit to the tyranny of the sul- 
tan? though thou tut condenmcd, 
there may yet be found means to 
deliver theo. The keeixir oi" the 
prison will gladly set a price on thy 
liberty ; a hundred thousand pieces 
of gold shall be thy ransom ; and I 
shall think myself ricli by die pur- 
I And what is to become of 
(.■feplied Cozro? i will buy my 
idom at the same rate, an- 
Komjal>ad, and we will both 
Ormuz together. And 
ieavB your (measures behind you? 
-ied Cozro, Iqi- it ivjiJl, Jje iflipoitti- 



aible to convey from \ 
vast mass of riches without d 
ery. 

1/ I value them no Ip&gor, 
rNourjahad ; they can never 
me any permanent eujoymont 
saving tliy life ia the only goodj 
I now expect from tiiee. That 
accomplished, I sball desire 
lain no more of them than whi 
support me above want, and I 
leave iJie rest to be for ever 
the bosom of the earth, wliere 
now lie, that they may never 
become a snare to others as 
have been to me. 

Praised be our holy proj._ 
Cozro, that has ^t length endi 
iieart of Nourjahad with 
Pursue tile purposes oj" tiiy 
feet thy own freedom 
possible, since no comfort can 
tJiee in the gloom of this &i^ 
prison; but tempt not Cosx)^ 
to a life whicli he despis«s. 
thee again, there is nothing in'l 
world to be put in competitioai 
the glories 1 have in prospect iq 
slate to which I am now ' 
Why tlien, Nourjahad, wi 
retard ray fehcity, or wish 
hazard, fiir thesakeofdelusivG' 
sures, those transcendent joys 
await the virtuous " 

The energy with i^i(di 
dehvered himself, pierced Nouru 
to tlie inmost soul. A htdy 
was kindled in his breast wbi 
had never felt before; he Ibi 
faculties enlarged, his mind 
■sported above tliis world ; he 

!l were uncmliodied, and anin' 
ary adjuration burst from his 
Oh, hisly prophet! said he, 
take back the gift, that I in ' 
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find a puniehment instead of a bles- 
ing 1 I contemn riches, and forever 
Iket them from me ; suffer me then 
► yield up my life ; for there cwi be 
b true happiness but in beholding 
fee, oh Mahomet, &ce to fece, 
I the never-fading fields of Para- 



Saying this, he prostrated himself 
I the ground, and continued for 
iBie time in mental prayer. 
Cozro observed an awfiil silence 
Itilst he continued in this posture. 
Tien Nouijahad arose from the 
iHlh, May otir great prophet, said 
SoETO, hear your prayers ; and were 
i even now to grant them, adl the 
tvours he has already bestowed on 
tou, would be poor and contempti- 
le to this last best boon. Farewel, 
Aid he, I must now leave thee, I 
only permittedTo come and bid 
iee adieu. May the supreme grant 
ly petition! then shall we again 
ieet in the mansions of happy spi- 
' 9. Nourjahad embraced him, md 
)zro withdrew. 

Being now left at liberty to his 
vn thfJughts, he made bitter reBec- 
>ns on the strangeness of his fate. 
>Vool. fool that I was, cried he aloud, 
beating his breast, to prefer so raslv; 
■0 impious a petition to the prophet, 
IS to desire the everlasting laws of 
Nature to he overturned, to gTalify- 
inymadluxurtouswishes. Ithought 
the life of man too short for the en- 

tyment of those various and un- 
lunded pleasures which wealth 
Bould procure ; bat it ia long since 
I have found my error. Well did 
ly guardian spirit say I should re- 
mt of the gift I had implored , when 
should be too late. I do indeed 
i^pent ; but oh, thou benign Intclli- 

gtncc, if thou hast remaining any 
i/mir for Ihy Jncoasiderate unhap- 



py charge, descend once more t» 
my relief, and if possible restore me 
to that slate, for which I was de- 
signed by my Creator; a poor mor- 
tal, liable to, and now longing for 
the friendly stroke of death. 

He had scarce pronounced these 
words, when his prison-doors fle* 
open ; a refulgent light flashed in^ 
which illuminated the whole dun- 
geon, and he beheld his guardian 
genius standing before him, exactly 
as he had appeared to him before. 
'Thy prayers are heard, said he, oh 
son of fi'ailty, and thy penitence is 
accepted in the si^t of the Most 
^High. I am sent down ^aln by 
our prophet to reassume that gift 
which thou art now satisfied must 
make thee miserable. Yet examine 
thy heart once mfre before I pro- 
nounce thy irrevocable doom ; say, 
art thou willing again to becamft 
subject to the common lot of mor^ 
tals? 

Most willing, replied Nourjahad} 
yet I wonder not, my seraphic guide, 
that tliou shouldst doubt the stabili- 
ty of my mind ; but in this last pur- 
pose of it I am sure I shall remain 
unshaken. 

If so, replied the shining vision^ 
thy guardian angel consigns thee t* 
the arms of death, with much mor* 
joy than he conferred on thee rich- 
es and imnaortality. Thou hastno* 
thing more to do, than to prostrate 
thyself with thy face to the earth. 
Remain this evening in fervent 
prayer, and await what shall beGd^ 
thee to-morrow. 

Nourjahad made no reply, hot 
falling with his face to the ground, 
he soon found the dungeon restored 
to its former gloom, the light and 
the guardian spirit vanishing to^etl^ 
\ M TO ^n TOsVa-vX. ' 



Ud continued in devout prayer 
tlU night; when the keeper of the 
prison catered his dungeon to bring 
him some refreshment 

The aultan, said he, purposes to 
examine you to-morrow, and much 
1 fear you will have as rigorous a 
sentence passed on yon, as that 
which has been already executed on 
Cozro. Is he then dead ? cried 
Nourjahad, moumfuliy. He is, re- 
plied the keeper ; it is but an hour 
•ince I saw him deprived of breath : 
but he received tlie blow with such 
ia heroic firniness, tliat thou wouldst 
have thought he rather enjoyed a 
^ triumph, than suflered an ignomini- 
ous deatli. 

Happy, happy Cozro l cried Nour- 
jahad; thou art noiv teyond the 
reach of misfortune, whilst I, per- 
baps, may be doomed to sustain for 
years a wretched life. 

Thy life, said the keeper, may be 
nearer a period than thou art aware 
of. The sultan is covetous, and 
surrounded by needy favourites, 
whom the report of your immense 
lyealth has made eager for your des- 
trucUon ; for you cannot be igno- 
rant, that should you die, involved 
as it is said you are, in Cozro's guilt, 
your treasures would be confiscated 
to the sultan. From this circum- 

( stance I have heard it whispered, 
your head is already devoted ; and 
this perhaps was the true cause of 
Cozro's death, and will give the 
better colour to yours. It is not, 
however, added he, even yet too 
late to prevent tlie danger ; had not 
your slave been obstinate, he might 
now have been alive, and out of the 
reach of harm. Vou have the same 
means of presei-vation in regard to 
j-our oivji person still in your pow- 
( cTj' jtijti if you will make it worlh 



my while to run the risk, I wifl 
night set you at liberty. ' 

And dost thou think, said t 
jaliad, tliat I have profited so , 
by the example of my noble it 
as to accept of thy offer, sorcliii 
treacherous as thou art? If thq 
l>ase enough to betray thy tnis 
gold, know that the mind of J 
jahad is above receiving i& 
from such a wretch. As bi 
wealth, let the sultan take it; 
only wish is to part with tb^ 
my life also. 

That wish may speedily b 
complished, said the keeper, 
angry tone, and lo-morrow pe 
you may repent of your folly,  
you find yourself condemned I 
low your noble friend to thei 
world. Nourjaliad made no n 
and the keeper sullenly depart 

Nourjahad spent the night hi 
ers and meditation ; he found 
and tranquility restored to his h 
and perfectly resigned to the 4 
the prophet, he awaited the evfl 
the next day with the utmost] 
posiire. 1 

In the morning the keeper ql 
prison entered to him. Follon 
said he ; thou art going to appea 
fore the sultan, who himself is 1 
thy judge ; a rigorous one tho J 
find him, butUiy folly be on thy) 
head, who didst proudly refua 
proSer of liberty and life. 

Lead on, said Nouijabad, it ii 
for such men as thou art, to ceq 
a conduct, to which thou dos 
know the motive. 

He was now carried out f 
dungeon, and ordered to asc^ 
chariot in which the captain o 
sultan's guards was already pl^ 
bo receive Vvia ^visowet. The J 
violwa** aM'n:o\i'aifi.4,\i'3 ^^ve^ 



this maimer he was conducted to 
e presence of the sultan. 



rone, in the hali of hiii palace, 
lerein he was used to distribute 
The emirs and great officers 
his court were standing round 

Nourjahad stood before him with 
1 eyes bent to the ground ; and 
r awed he might be at the 
9 presence of his royal master and 
B august assembly which surrou nd- 
, him, yet the dignity of conscious 
loceoce, and the perfect reliance 
had on the Supreme Judge of his 
_ J, rendered him superior to eve- 
thing. His deportment was mod- 
etfiil, yet did lie disco- 
r no symptom of fear. 
The sultan made a sign for every 
35ent to withdraw, but one 
who stood on the lower step 
his throne, and whom Nourjahad 
Jged to be his prime visier. 
What hast thou to say, presumptu- 
B man , said Schemerzad , in a stern 
ice, what excuse canst thou offer 
daring, in contempt of my edict, 
mploy thy agent (during the time 
t apart for mourning) in going 
it the city from day to day ; os- 
Itadously cUsplayin^ thy ill-timed 
Jity amongst my subjects ; en- 
Bvouring, as I am infonned, to 
iciliate their affections, for pur- 
5 dangerous to me, and the safe- 
f of my crown ? What hast thou 
I ofler in answer to this charge ? 
tNouijahad prosti'ated himself to 
le ground. Mighty sultan, said 
, ! have nothing to offer in extenua- 
1 of my fault, with regard to the 
t part of the chai^. I acknow- 
Ige that I distributed money 
wngst your miyesty's subjects, and 



that at a time too when 
(but those of absolute neceasil 
interdicted. I offer not to palliate 
this breach of my duty. — 

Audacious wretch 1 interrupted 
the sultan, to what end was thy pro- 
fusion employed ? 

To obtain a blessing froui Heaven, 
answered Nourjahad ; and by reliev- 
ing the wants and afflictionsof others, 
to make some atonement for my own 
riotous and intemperate abuse of that 
wealth, which ought to have been 
employed to lietter purposes. 

Wouldst thou persuade me then» 
cried Schemerzad, that charity was 
thy motive ! It was, illustrious sul- 
tan, replied Nourjahad ; I liaye spo- 1 
ken the truth, and to convince your 
raaiesty that I have no sinister de- 
signs against the ever-sacred person 
of my sovereign, I will now volun- 
tarily yield up that treasure to thee, 
which !iad I been vile enough to 
have so employed, woidd have 
bought, tlie fidelity of wore than half 
thy subjects, though every man of 
tliem had stood near the heart and 
throne of Schemerzad. ' 

The undaunted manner in which 
Nouijahad spoke these words, mads 
Schemerzad shake on his imperial 
seat : but quickly reassuming the 
majasty of his station. Do tlien as 
thou hast spoken, said he, and 1 will 
believe thee. 

If your majasty will permit me, 
said Nourjahad, to go to my house, 
and will send a proper person with 
me, I will deliver up into his hand$ 
all my wealth, requesting no more 
than will supply my wants so long 

Heaven permits me to L've. 

I will not trust thee out of my 
sight, said Schemerzad : thou mayest 

well instruct some one lam,^ iji^r 
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sence where to find the riches of 
which I hear thou art possessed, and 
I will send for them. 

Noiiriahad then informed the sul- 
tan of tLe subterraneous cave in his 
garden; and delivering him the key, 
told him he would there find all the 
wealth of which he was master. 

Schemerzad immediately des- 
patched his visier, ordering him to 
have the riches he should find, im- 
mediately conveyed to his treasury. 
He then commanded Noiirjahad to 
retire into a saloon, thai was separat- 
ed from tlie hall only by a curtain, 
and there wait the return of Ihe vi-' 
aer ; before whom, the sultan said 
he had some further questions lo put 
to him. 

As the gardens of Noiirjahad join- 
ed to those belonging to the royal 
palace, the visier was not long in go- 
ing and returning. Nourjahad heard 
him talk to Schemerzad, and straight 
he was called onto come forth, and 
stand before the sultan : hut Sche- 
merzad now accosted him io a voice 
like thunder. Perfidious and inso- 
lent slave, said he, art thou not afraid 
of instant death falling on thee, foi' 
daring thus to falsify before thy so- 
vereign lord and master? Say, before 
thou art cut off by torture from the 
face of the earth, where thou hast 
concealed thy wealth ! for well thi 
knowest, there is nothing contained 
in that cave, which thou prelendest 
with so much care to lock up. 

Nothing ! replied Noinjahad, in 

amazement. By the head of our 

prophet, when I last was there it 

contained more than would purchase 

thy whole empire a thousand times 

^ over. It was but the veiy day on 

L which I was dragged to prison, that 

^Ijsajv it; (he key has never since 



could possibly have conveyed awj "® 
my treasure? P^* 

As Nourjahad applied himaelffi ^ 
the visier whilst he spoke, that i^ 1*^ 
isterthinkinghimselfreflectedonfr f} 
his words, replied scornfully, Tm 
thinkest perhaps it is I who ttm ^ 
i-obbed thee, and that I have fraUJ *^ 
this story to deceive the sultan, d^ ?* 
ruin thee. I do not say so, ansnjfi ** 
ed Nourjahad ; but this I am suraS "' 
that no human being but thyjef 
knew where to find my treasure.^- ^ 
'Some demon, perhaps, replied tb ^ 
visier, with an air of contempt, inP^ 
removed it thence. 

Nourjahad now recollecting 
denty that his guardian spirit 
probably reclaimed this,as wdl 
ihe other gift, replied coolly, It^i 
not at all unlikely; a certain getuoi, 
who watches over my motions, Idi 
undoubtedly carried away m 
weal til. 

Do not think, said the sultan, 
affecting to be out of thy se; 
shall preserve thee fi-om my wrati 

Your majesty, said the visier, Hr^ 
best order that his head be instani 
struck off, for daring to impose i 
your credulity, and abuse your e! 
mency in suffering him to ootlii 
that slave, who obstinately 
in refusing to discover his 
riches. 

Did Cozro do so ? cried Nout 
had : He did, answered the vial 
but we will see whether thou » 
pei'severe in the denial, and to i 
latest minute of thy life preserve til 
firmness of thy slave. n 

And who is it that thou callest a I 
slave, thou minister of cruelty? 
said Nouriahad boldly ; The soul of 
Cozro raised him infinitely jtustt \ 

out of my pocket; who then \ Ian ot Vetaa. >JS.\a ^ian ^bra^re. ^ 
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neanest of bis subjects. — My lord. 

lursued he, throwing himEeir at 

ichemerzad's feel, I have no other 

B to offer for my life ; I call Ilea- 

'en to witness i have spokeo no- 

liing but the truth ; the severest 

tares you can inflict on me will 

tort no more. I was wiUing to 

ike a voluntary sacrifice of my 

jiches : I am now as ready to yield 

By life. 

Art thou not then afraid to die ? 
aid Schemerzad. 

No, mighty sultan, answered 
l^ourjaha'l ; I look upon death to a 
drtuous man, as the greatest good 
he Almif^hty can bestow ! 

The sultan, instead of making any 
eply, clapped his hands ; and Nour- 
fthad, supposing it was a signal to 
lave him seized and carried to exe- 
cution] rose up, and stood with an in- 
repidity in his looks, that showed 
how little he was affected with the 
pear prospect of death. 

But instead of the slaves whom 
he expected to see coming to lay 
bold on him, he beheld, standing 
close to the throne of Schemerzad,\ 
his guardian genius, just in the same 
celestial form in which he had twic^ 
before appeared to him ! ' 

Awed and amazed, Nomjahad 
,.Started back and gazed at the hea- 
venly vision. Not daring to tnist 
^tiis senses, lie remained mute and 
^ motionless for some minutes ; but 
he was roused from his deep atten- 
ption, by a loud burst of laughter, 
which broke at once from the sul- 
tan, the visier, and the guardian ge- 
nius. 

Tliis new and extraordinary inci- 
(dent threw Nourjahad into fi-esh as- 
tonishment; when, without giving 
,hini time to recover himself, thean- 
gdic youth, snatching from hisheaA 



a circlet of flowers intermixed wi& 
precious stones, which encompassed 
his brows, and shaded a great part 
of his forehead; and at the same 
time throwing off a head of artificid 
hair which flowed in golden ring<: 
lets down his shoulders : a fine aSli 
of brown hair which was concealecti 
under it succeeded, dropping in lig])ti 
curls on his neck and blushuufl 
ydieeks ; and Nouijahad, in the p^l 
son of his seraphic guide, discoTEM 
ed his beloved and beautiful MatW; 

Whatever transports the sight of 
her would at another time have in-: 
spired in the breast of Nourjahad,] 
tus faculties were now too much ab> 
sorbed in wonder, to leave room fori 
any other passion. Wherefore, not 1 
daring to approach her, the- su1taD,i 
willing to put an end to his SU9-' 
pense, cried out. Look up, Ni 
had, raise thy eyes to thy masta^J 
face, no longer the angry Scher 
zad, thy offended prince, but 
real Schemzeddin, thy friend 
kind protector. 

Nourjahad, who before, out 
respect and awful distance, liad 
ventured to look in the sultan's lace, 
now fixed his eyes earnestly upon 
him. By the life of Schemerzad, 
said he, if I were not certain that 
all this is illusion, and tliat thy il- 
lustrious fiither, my royal and once 
beloved master, is dead, thou art so 
very like him, that I should sw^i 
that thou wert the real sultan Schi 
ddin himself; such at thy y( 
as his countenance and features. 
The sultan at this burst into a 
cond fit of laughter. Andforwhoi 
said the visier, {who had by tl: 
time taken off his turban, and a fab 
heai-d which he w<iTa,\ fc 
\ v.'Q\Ai^ ftvQM. Xa^";. "a>s>. 



By Mahomet, cried Nourjahad. 
dUitig back a step or two, I should 
ake tiice for my old friend HaseiHi 
if I were not convinced that the ^od 
man died about twenty years ago. 

It U time, aaid (he sultan, descend- 
ing from his tlirone, and taking 
Nourjahad by the hand, it is now 
time to undeceive thee, and explain 
to iJiee the mystery of all those ex- 
traordinary e^-enla which seem to 
liave bewildered tliy senses, 
' Know dien, Nourjahad, that the 
idventure of thy guardian genius^ 
"ras oil a deception, and a piece of 
iachtneiy of my contrivance. You, 
e now convinced, by tlie evidence 
' your owii eyes. iJiat your celes- 
1 intelligence was no other than 
s young damsel. 

I had a mind to make trial of thy 
heart, mid for this purpose made 
dioice of this charming virgin, for 
^hom I own I had entertained a 
passion, but found. 1 could not gain 
her affections. She had seen y< 
from the windows of the women 
apai'tracnts, walking with me in the 
^rdensof the seraglio, and had con- 
ceived a tenderness for you, which 
ahe frankly confessed to me, declar- 
ing at the same time, she would ne- 
ver ^ve her love to any other. 
Though ahe was my slave, I would 
not put a constraint upon her incli- 
nations ; but told her, if she would 
t me faithfully in a design I had 
iibnncd, I would reward her, by be- 
stowing her on you. 
' She readily assented to my pro- 
po^ ; and having previously pre- 
«red every tiling for my purpose, 
1 equipped her as you see. 
Jt ii-as not dilficuh for me to in- 
' trodocc tier into your chamber, by 

a private door which you know 

^t»nintinicat(!s betneai your apart \v(aamaii£JjkvAaX tvtc\iTOs,\an,CB^ 



menls and certain lodgings in my 
palace. 

I myself stood at the door, whOst 
she entered as you slept, and ci»i- 
trived to throw that light into youF li 
chamber, which disclosed to y( 
the wonderful vision. I over! 
all your discourse, and could 
contain my laughter, when yon 
greedily received that marveUo 
essence from Mandana ; which yi 
supposed would confer immortalil 
but which was in reality notlu 
than a soporific drug, of 
t a nature, that the fumea ofi 
alone were capable of throwing 
person who smelt to them into a 
profound sleep. It had quickly this 
effect on you ; and 1 took tliat Op- 
portunity of conveying into ytm 
chamber those coflers which yoa 
thought contained such immense 
treasures ; hut which in truth were 
as great counterfeits as your guardian 
angel. The s\ipposed precious stones 
were nothing more than felse gems, 
which I procured from a skilflil lapi- 
dary, who had given them such an 
extraorfhnary polish and lustre, that 
they might well pass for jewels of 
inestimable value, on one better ; 
ed in tiiosc matters tiian you w 
The ingots of gold were afi 
metal, which I got from the 
artist. Nothing, in short, was red, 
but the money, part of which I WM 
very willing to sacrifice to my est- 
periment ; though, as I have m 
aged it, the largest sums which tl 
in thy extravagance hast ex} 
were returned into my coffers. 

As I naturally supposed, that 
long as the money lasted you w 
not have recourse to the other 
sures, I vja&WQ\.a&.'Mi'A\iaNBWf,' 
&aud detccVei. TVe 
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, which I had long known, was by 
jr contrivance made the repository 
thy riches. 

When Uiou wert settled in the 
J) posseasion of thy imaginary fe- 
rity, thou mayest remember that 
was first i-ecommended to 
service 5 Mandana too was 
ungiBt other slaves presented to 
 view. No wonder that her 
ii-ms captivated thy heart Her 
ve to Ihec was as pure as it was 
rvent; but thy boundless wishes 
sre not to be restrained; and for- 
ttin^ all the rational principles that 
Bu didst at fii-st lay down to r^u- 
ie thy conduct, thou gavest thyself 
► to all manner of vile excesses, 
id didst show the depravity of the 
wnan heart when unrestrained by 
ivine laws. 
It was now time, I thought, to 
inish thee, and to hhow thee the 
mityofall earthly enjoyments. By 
»ates infueed into thy wine that 
ght on which thou didst deba* 
lyself by dnmkenness, I tlirew 
hee into a sound sleep; and though 
lasted not much longer than the 
iUfl] term of ordinary repose, it yet 
ive me an opportunity of making 
leh further dispositions, as I thought 
jcessary for the carrying on of my 
desi^. 

laid hold of thisjimcture to with- 
draw Mandana from thy arms, pro- 
mising however to restore her to 
fliee, if I found thee ever worthy of 
her. 

I believe it is needless to inform 
you, that the confinement I laid you 
under was for no other end than to cut 
off all intercourse between you and 
«ny others than those of your own 
boueehold, every one of whom were 
of my placing about you, even lo 



no other than the prettiest slaves I 
could find, amongst those who at- 
tended on my own women. 

Every one entrusted with my se- 
cret were tied down by the most 
solem oaths to keep it inviolably ; 
and this, with a promise of reward, 
served, as the event has shown, to 
secure theii- fideUty. 

There was not an action of thy 
life but I was made acquainled with ; 
and whilst thou didst triumph in the 
joys of my successful illusion, I 
sometimes pitied thy weakness, and 
sometimes laughed at thy extrava- 
gance. 

That magnificent palace of which 
thou thoughte-st thyself master, 
was one which I had Iwrrowed for 
the purpose from an emir who was 
in my secret, and who was himself 
often present in disguise amongst 
your slaves, a witness to your exfra- 
vagancies. I will not increase liijr 
coWusion by reminding thee of the 
indWinate excesses thou wert guilty 
of in thy retirement. Thou canst 
not have forgot the project of creat- 
ing for thyself an earthly paradiaa! 
This was the second crisis I laid 
hold on to punish thee; and, by teaiv. 
ing thee from thy impious pleasures, , 
to remind thee that crimes cannot 
lie committed with impunily. A 
second sleep, procured as the former 
was, but of somewhat a longer du- 
ration, gave me full opportunity to 
make a total change in tho face of 
thy affairs. Hascm (whom thou 
didst suppose to be dead) remained 
still secretly concealed in tby house, 
to be as it were the grand spring to 
move all the rest of thy domestics. 
The ha^ whom thou hadst imposed 
upon thee for the decayed beautie^ 



my placing airout you, even io\ o\ \.wj skv^xq, '«'««- "^*!J4*^ ^^.^b?-" 
i«Ke»ofyo[ir seraglio, who wete\i\Q\&\i\Go\i6aMtf%,N«\>»wvV^^ 
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d for the purpose : thy former 
tnistresses, who wei^e insignificant 
daves, were dismissed. She who 
toersouated the fei,s;tied Cadiga, acted 
ler part to admiration, and with the 
BTtful contrivance of having a rose- 
bud painted on her breast, a mark 
nhich your young lavourite really 
re from nature, she had cunnins; 
i address enouc;h to impose her- 
f on you for the very Cadiga 
ivhom you formerly loved. 

I believe, proceeded the sultan, 
rou are by this time conviiiceJ thai. 
here was nothing snpematuial in 
the several events of your life, and 
Ihat you were in reality nothina; 
nore Ihan the dupe of your own ibl- 
y and avarice. 
Thou mayest remember after this 
Eriod, that, sateJ with voluptuous- 
ess, thy hcentious heart began to 
row l^dened ; and from rioting 
without control in pleasures, which, 
Uj we ver criminal in themselves, car- 
/ at least with them the excuse of 
Emptation, thou wantonly didst stir 
p and indulge die latent cruelty of 
ly nature. Thy ungoverned pas- 
ions led thee to an act of blood ! 
Thou piercest with thy poignard the 
bonest creature who remonstrated 
with thee on thy evil works; but 
leaTen did not, however, permil 
e to deprive her of life. 
See, Nourjahad, of what the heart 
)f man is capable, when he shuts his 
lyes against the precepts of our holy 
irophet. Thou stoodst as it were 
lone in the creation, and, self-de- 
>endent for thy own happiness or 
nisery, thou lookest not for rewards 
IT punishments in that invisible 
vrMf /rom which thou Ihoughtest 
«e/^ by thy own voluntary act 
tided. 
» /as^ barbarous deed, howev- 



er, called aloud for chastisement 
and tJiou wast for the third timedl 
ceived with a belief that thou h 
slept a number of years, in wbk 
many mortifying revolutiona I 
happened in Ihyfamily. 

I was now resolved to fa 
an eye-witness of thy behaviour, a 
to try if there was any spark of v 
tue remaining in thy soul 
could piossibly be rekindled. 

I dJHguised myself in the habit 
a slave j and having altered my li 
and my voice, I presented mys 
to thee under the name of Coa 
Thou knowest what passed betwe 
us on thy first awaJiing from U 
compelled slumbers, and that I hea 
and saw with what indifiercnce tb 
receivedst the news of my suppose 
death. But I will nol reproach tl 
with ingratitude — let the memory a 
that be buried with tlie rest of th 
errors. 

I had soon the satisfaction to fin 
that tliou wast as it were a 
The natural goodness of thy dispo 
sition, thy reason, thy experieneeo 
the deceitful ness of worldly enjoy* 
menls, joined to the remorse wbii' 
thou cuiildst not help feeling (oi t 

' ^s of vice and folly, at lengtb 
roused thee to a just sense of what 
thou owest to the dignity of thy 
own nature, and to the duties incum- 
bent on thee towards the rest of thy 
w-creatures. 

now discovered, wilh joy, that 
Ihou hadst entirely divested thyself 
of that insaliable love of pleasure, to 
which thou hadst before addicted' 
tliyself; and that thou no longer 
didst regard wealth, but as it ena> 
bled thee to do good. There was 
but one \i'wi nvov* teifiswjRi, 15* 
said 1, hia te^titouiift \» ^u«a 



lich is inseparable from the traly 
tuous, he will not shrinkat death ; 
, on llie contrary, will look upon 
5 the only means by which he 
a obtain those refined enjoyments 
Lted to the divine part of his na- 
re, and which are as much supe- 
B- in their essence, as they are in 
eir duration to all the pleasures of 
nse. 

made the trial — The glorions 
ctory, oh Nourjahad, is thine ! By 
mtempt of riches, thou hast 
. how well thou Jeservedst 
em ; and tliy readiness to die, 
lows how fit thou art to live. — 
In the space of fourteen moons 
ijr it is no longer since I first im- 
! on thy credulity the belief of 
ly miraculous state) tliou hast had 
le experience of fourtimes so many 
ears. Such assuredly would be the 
icissitudes of thy life, hadst tiiou in 



55 

reality possessed what thdu didst ir 
ima^iiation. Let this dream of ex- 
istence then be a lesson to thee for 
the future, never to suppose that 
riches can ensure happiness; that 
the gratification of our passions can 
satisfy the human heart; or thattha 
immortal part of our nature will suf^ 
fer us to taste unmixed felicity, in a 
world which was never meant for 
our final place of abode. Take thy 
amiable Mandana to thee for awife, 
and receive the fised confidence 
and love of Schemzeddin. 

The history says, that Nourjahad 
was from that minute raised t 
the first man in power next to the 
sultan ; that his wisdom and virtus 
proved an ornament and support to 
tlie throne of Persia dinging the 
fourse of alongandprosperouslife J 
and that his name was famous 
throughout the eastern world. 




THE MMmOWEN WILL K CHMOCD 
AN OVEIIDUE FEE IF THIS lOOK » 
HOT RETURNED TO THE UBRAJIV ON 
OR B^ORE THE LAST DATt STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
MOTICCS DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 




